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PART I. 
Original Communications md Special Selections. 
—_—___—=> 0-0 ______ 


GYNACOLOGICAL MEDICINE. 





Report of the Committee of the Seventh Congressional District of 
Georgia, upon “ Gynceecclogical Medicine,” prepared to be read 
before the Georgia Medical Association. By T. 8. Powell, M. 
D., and W. T. Goldsmith, M. D. 





[CONTINUED FROM LAST NUMBER. | 


The treatment for ulceration of the os uteri may be divided 
under two heads—general and local. The first consisting of rem- 
edies and hygienic measure@for restoration of constitutional vigor. 
The second of local applications and medicaments to the diseased 
part. Under the first division, tonics, alteratives, anodynes, etc., 
are appropriate. The impoverishment of blood is usually great, 
requiring ferruginous preparations, combined with alteratives, as 
iodine, etc. We have used arsenic with great advantage, and we 
regard aconite as a valuable remedy, in many cases. Dr. Merrell, 
of New York, highly recommends bebereena, attributing to i, 
almost specific power over the diseases of the os uteri. Bromid, 
of potassium and hydrate of chloral, in many cases, will be foung 
of great value in controlling nervous excitement and hysteric,) 
phenomena. Rest, as a general remedy, is all-important—re.+ 
from manual and other labor, and rest of the parts from the mg_ 
chanical irritation and excitement of sexual intercourse. Goog. 
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nutritious food, with fresh air and gentle exercise should be in- 
sisted upon as very important factors in the treatment. Under 
the head of chronic cervical endometritis we will notice more 
particularly the general treatment to be employed—aulcerations 
of the vaginal cervical mucus membrane being but forms of cervi- 
cal endometritis. 

The local treatment will depend, however, to the extent of limita- 
tion of the ulceration to the vaginal cervix—being most gener- 
ally complicated with either chronic cervical endometritis, or 
corporeal endometritis. The local application of caustics will 
be similar in either form of cervical endometritis—cither of the 
os or the canal—the method of application alone being changed, 
the former usually of easy approach, the latter requiring often 
dilitation of the os and canal, and instruments specially adapted 
in order to facilitate their application. 

The question as to the frequency with which caustics should be 
applied, is one of great practical importance upon which depends, 
in a great degree, our success in the treatment of these diseases. 
According to our experience, no remedial measures employed by 
the gynecologist, require more skill, tact, or whatever it may be 
called, than the application of alterative remedies for the purpose 
of changing the nutrition and overcoming the morbid condition of 
the cervix uteri. To cauterize the parts is easy—indeed this is 
always done by the inexperienced—but to give exactly the neces- 
sary stimulation ; to change the diseased parts from a morbid to 
a healthy condition—is not to be communicated in, or learned 
from, books. The skill displayed by the gynecologist over the 
physician depends frequently, not so much in his superior powers 
as a diagnostician, as to properly applying the right quantum of 
alterative action, after having determined the true nature of the 
case. Asa general rule, we do not employ a large list of these 
remedies—the nitrate of silver being the one upon which we most 
commonly rely. The frequency of its repetition, or that of any 
other, will depend solely upon the degree or extent of the cauteri- 
zation desired or effected. The acid nitrate of mercury, potasse 
cum calce and eschorotics of this class effect considerable change, 
and frequently destruction, more or less, of the parts brought in 
contact with them, and will require long intervals between the 
times of their application—generally from two to four weeks. We 
rarely use them. The milder caustics, as chromic acid, zine, cop- 
per and nitrate of silver, should be applied more frequently ; al- 
ways observing closely, however, the effects, and never re-apply- 
ing so long as the effects of the preceding cauterization are visible. 
Qur usual practice is, to produce no cauterization—v. e., no eschar 
—but we endeavor to simply change the character of the diseased 
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action by light applications, as frequently as the case may de- 
mand—at intervals of from three, five or more days. During 
these intervals, however, an appropriate treatment often over- 
looked or neglected, should be employed. The parts should be 
kept scrupulously clear by copious vaginal injections, at the tem- 
perature suited to the particular case—medicated if desired. The 
“uterine douche,” an instrument introduced by Dr. Beiget, Phy- 
sician of the Metropolitan Free Hospital, London, throwing a con- 
tinuous stream of water, is the best. The common glass syringe 
should always be condemned—for obvious reasons—the modern 
gum-elastic instruments, as Davidson's, being much better, in 
every respect. In addition to copious injections, night and morn- 
ing, if required, the patient should be instructed to introduce 
within the vagina appropriate medications, .such as_pessaries and 
supposotories. Supposotories may be made by taking starch and 
glycerine, covered by cocoa-butter—first adding any of the fol- 
lowing articles in proper proportions: Such as Iodide of Lead, 5 
grains ; Tannin, 10 grains; Alum, Oxide of Zinc, or Mercurial 
Vintment, 20 grains; and if an anodyne is required, extract 
of belladonna, 5 grains. We find it good practice to apply pow- 
ders, recommended by Dr. Simpson. Some pain and difficulty 
is frequently experienced by instrumental application of these 
powders. Dr. Sims uses a tampon of cotton carried to the os, by 
his tampon placer; we prefer, however, the instrument recom- 
mended by Prof. Thomas—a simple hard rubber tube, fitted with 
a piston. These applications, if employed, should be used night 
and morning. 

We will now proceed to notice the diseased conditions which, 
according to our experience, are most freqently presented to the 
observation of the gynecologist. 

The pathological changes occurring in the uterus are not always 
indentical. The organ, or some part of it, may be enlarged, unat- 
tended by change of texture; and there may be alterations of tex- 
ture without increase of bulk. In that condition, known as engorge- 
ment or venous hyperzmia, there is no discoverable, positive, tis- 
sue change; but there is alteration of nutrition, attended by dis- 
tention of the blood-vessels, with, perhaps, slight thickening of 
their coats. The uterus is enlarged; the walls of the organ in- 
creased in thickness, but the consistence of the texture is un- 
changed. The tissues of the organ may undergo induration with- 
out inflammatory action, notwithstanding, Dr. Bennett predicates 
all diseased action of the uterus to inflammation. Induration is, 
however, most commonly the result of inflammation. Vicrow at- 
tributes induration to excegsire growth of the connective tissue, 
while Scanzonj to increase in quantity of the muscular tissue. 
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Either the cervix or the body may be together or separately af- 
fected by this induration. When hypertrophy, with induration, 
occurs, Hewett attributes it to increase in quantity of connective 


tissue. 

Almost all the diseases, however, coming under the observation 
of the gynecologist take their initial step from inflammation oc- 
curring in the uterus, some portion of it, or in adjacent parts; and 
must always constitute the chief element in their diseases—at all 
times demanding careful consideration and attention. A correct 
knowledge of the inflammatory processes occurring in the unim- 
pregnated uterus must form the foundation of all pathological de- 
ductions in the study of uterine disorders, and a thorough acquaint- 
ance with their characteristics and progress—furnish the only guide 
frequently, to a clear appreciation of the nature of these diseases 
and the proper treatment to be employed. Inflammation may as- 
sail all the structures of the uterus, but, in a chronic form at least, 
it is most frequently limited to either the mucous membrane lining 
the cervical canal, or cavity; or to the parenchyma of the cervix 
and body. It usually invades both these structures, to a greater 
or less extent, one, however, predominating over the other. It 
should be borne in mind that inflammation most generally chooses, 
so to speak, the cervix for the display of its diseased action. 
While many think otherwise, this is our experience—a majority of 
cases revealing inflammation of this part, and no where else. It is 
more generally chronic than acute. From this flow a large nun- 
ber of secondary affections, too often supposed to be distinct path- 
ological changes, when only symptoms. The most common of 
these results are leucorrhceal discharges ; dysmenorrhea, menor- 
rhegia, pruritus, prolapsus, displacements, and general debility. 

In order to better understand the diseases about to be noticed, 
we will, for the present, consider the cervix as distinet from the 
body of the organ—separated from each other at the os internum. 
When the mucous membrane lining the canal—from the os ex- 
ternum to the os internum—is inflamed, it is termed cervical en- 
dometritis ; when the parenchyma is involved of this portion of 
the uterus, it is known as cervical metritis When it assails the 
mucous membrane lining the cavity, from the os internum to the 
fundus, it is designated corporeal endometritis ; and corporeal me- 
ritis when the parenchyma of this part is involved. This classi- 
fication is not an artificial one—the diseases of the parts declaring 
its necessity and correctness,—by which we are enabled to better 


understand their nature, and is of great value in enabling us to 
arrive at proper methods of treatment, 
As before remarked, inflammation is of most frequent occur- 
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rance in the cervix, especially when in the form of chronic cervical 
endometritis. Metritis, whether of the cervix or bodv, is usually 
induced by pathological changes following parturition or abortion. 
Cervical metritis is of rare occurrance in virgins, or those who 
have not borne children, but very common in those who have; 
while corporeal endometritis is of most frequent occurrance in the 
former class of females. When acute, all forms may speedily as- 
sail every structure of the organ, while the chronic, the usual form, 
commonly restricts its action to the part originally invaded. 

The cervical canal, from its anatomical and physiological peculiari- 
ties, constitutes a very important study, as explanatory of the 
pathological conditions to which it is subjected. The canal is fusi- 
form in shape—about one inch and a quarter in length from the 
os externum to the os internum. ‘The lining membrane of the 
cervix uteri—the minute anatomy of which was first thoroughly 
discribed by Dr. Tyler Smith—is not smooth, but furrowed, so as 
to present numerous depressions and elevations by which the 
amount of surface is very largely increased. ‘The arrangement of 
two folds or plice varies in different cases. ‘There are usu- 
ally four prominent elevations, longitudinally placed, and four rugz 
or folds of mucous membrane, and lateral transverse branches are 
given off from these, the whole thus acquiring a palmated aspect ; 
and between these different elevations are seen others, more minute. 
The whole surface thus presents a cribriform aspect. In the re- 
cesses formed are the openings of multitudes of granular crypts.” 
The labia of the os, however, presents ‘‘a smooth, uniform mucous 
surface.” 

Chronic cervical endometritis is always a distinct disease, chronic 
in character, from the fact that when inflammation occurs in the 
acute form, it spreads over the entire organ, constituting general 
metritis and endometritis. Chronic cervical endometritis confines 
its pathological ravages to the lining membrane of the cervical 
canal and that portion of the membrane reflected on the vaginal 
cervix. 

When the great extent of surface comprised in its longitudinal 
folds, the highly vascular organization of the part, with the abun- 
dance of glandular crypts embraced within it, are remembered, we 
do not wonder at the frequency of its occurrence. Yet, it is a 
disease the study of which, with the pathological conditions attend- 
ing it, as well as the proper treatment for its removal, have been 
the fruits of modern investigation. To Dr. J. H. Bennett, more 
than any one man, is the gynecologist indebted for correct patho- 
logical principles and scientific treatment of uterine diseases. But 
since his publication, how rapid has been the progress of gynzcol- 
ogy, so happily opened up by him! 
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Gynecologists—more especially M. Nonat—make two varieties 
of this disease. That form confined measurably to the reflected 
vaginal portion of the membrane, and that of the cervical canal 
proper. The disease may restrict itself to one or the other of 
these localities. The first, under a strict nosological classification, 
would embrace every form and variety of ulceration, which we 
have considered separately. 

As has been stated, this is by far the most common disease of 
the uterine organs, according to our observation. We doubt if 
few women escape one or more attacks during menstrual life—we 
mean, of course, attacks more or less mild. It is certainly a dis- 
ease, in a vast majority of cases, especially that form confined to 
the vaginal membrane, amenable to simple treatment—such as ab- 
lution, rest, etc. But when it becomes fixed, as it were, and dis- 
tinctive inflammatory action has occurred within the cervical canal ; 
when the glands become deeply involved and the epithelium largely 
destroyed, appropriate treatment applied to the part can alone 
eradicate the disease. In its simple form, it is only to be feared 
as the forerunner of other and more serious pathological changes, 
which often prove rebellious in the extreme. The cervix is liable 
to be injuriously acted upon by a variety of exciting causes : it is 
damaged, frequently, by coition: lacerated during labor ; irritated 
by friction, both in walking and riding—especially if prolapsion 
has occurred. The discharge from cervical endometritis is char- 
acteristic, being poured forth by the glands under the morbid ac- 
tion set up. The discharge is glairy and profuse, constantly thrown 
out by the enlarged, elevated and dilated mouths of the follicles. 
Under this action the villi and papillee become diseased and en- 
larged—the epithelium is finally destroyed and abrasions appear. 
The villi become hypertrophied, project, like soft hairs, giving 
the os and cervix a velvety appearance, which we have already de- 
scribed as granular ulceration or degeneration. This condition, 
however, is usually confined to the os, but it nevertheless extends 
up the canal. On the vaginal surface the follicles enlarge, and 
being ruptured, the condition occurs already noticed as follicular 
ulceration. Sometimes eversion of the os takes place, subjecting 
the protruded portion to friction and irritation upon contact with 
the vaginal surfaces, which intensifies and perpetuates the inflam- 


matory condition. 

It is frequently caused by coition; to displacements, as prolap- 
sus, retroversion, etc.; to parturition, abortion; to the use of pes- 
saries, or exposure to cold during the physiological congestion of 
menstrual ovulation, or to clots of menstrual blood requiring ex- 
pulsive efforts for their removal. It frequently occurs as a result 
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of vaginitis, or rather, by extension of the vaginal inflammation to 
the cervix; also, by the constantly irritating presence of polypi, 
and by fissures of the cervix. 

A mild form of the disease is common, and may frequently con- 
tinue for weeks without attracting attention; but sooner or later, 
if the causes are sufficient, and the inflammation spreads, it will 
develop the signs of its presence. The patient will complain of 
fullness, weight and dragging sensations in the pelvic cavity, and 
will usu: ally attribute her sensations to falling of the organ. The 
back and loins will ache, increased by exercise. The “catamenia 
will be almost menorrhagic or diminished in quantity, and much 
pain will be had at each period. A leucorrhceal discharge will ap- 
pear, thick and glutinous, and in many instances decidedly acrid 
and irritating to the parts over which it flows—producing inflam- 
mation and puritus of the vulva. The local symptoms are sufli- 
ciently distressing, but sooner or later the constitution will exhibit 
signs of impairment. According to our experienee, derangement 
of the digestive functions are the first to fail, and constipation 0c- 
curs in almost every instance. The nervous system is, no doubt, 
primarily disturbed, reacting on the digestive organs. Fits of 
melancholy, irritability of temper and hysterical phenomena gen- 
erally mark its progress; general debility will supervene, and com- 
plications will frequently occur, aggravating the original disorder— 
such as endometritis, cer vical metritis, ovaritis, cystitis, etc. 


Fortunately, however, cervical endometritis will sometimes for 
years limit its diseased action to its primary location. These gen- 
eral symptoms are not, however, positive proof of cervical endo- 
metritis. This evidence will be furnished us by physical examina- 
tion. The finger being introduced, the os uteri will be felt velvety, 
sometimes enlarged, and, if suddenly pressed, will cause pain—in 
other words, the signs of granular or follicular ulceration of the os 
uteri will be present. Frequently, however, the finger will detect 
nothing abnormal, and the’only indication of diseased action will 
be developed by raising the cervix, when pain will be felt, most 
commonly near the os internum. The speculum being introduced, 
the appearances already described under the head of glanular or 
follicular ulceration, will’be exhibited. The os uteri, in many in- 
stances, we have observed choked by the gummy, tenacious dis- 
charge, requiring considerable time and trouble for its removal. It 
may “frequently be drawn out to some distance, and by its elasticity 
spring back to its original site. Usually the cervix is normal in 
size——-sometimes enlarged. It will generally be red, and present- 
ing the characteristic marks of granular degencration—the result 
of exfolliation of the epithelial membrane. Upon removing the 
mucous from the os, and cleansing the part, the cervix will be 
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found frequently of proper size and in no manner diseased, save 
only the loss of epitlfelium. Upon further investigation by inspect- 
ing the canal, the cervix being raised and the lips separated by 
the hook, we will often detect ulceration within the canal. It will 
be necessary often to dilate the os by tents, in order to effect this _ 
exploration. Should no ulceration be found in the canal, then the 
lucorrhcea and other symytoms will be due to endometritis—inflam- 
mation of the mucous membrane of the uterine cavity. Ifthe pa- 
tient be a virgin, corporeal endometritis will generally be found, 
while if a multipora, cervical endometritis. Chronic cervical en- 
drometritis is generally readily amenable to proper treatment. 
Mild forms often recover under general alterative treatment; but 
severer forms assume, frequently, grave complications as metritis 
and endometritis—the first resulting, too often, in hypertrophy, 
displacements and other affections destructive to health and haz- 
ardous to life. 

In treating cervical endometritis, our experience justifies us in 
asserting that a cure turns solely upon the question of complica- 
tions. If cervical endometritis exists, uncomplicated with metritis 
or endometritis, a large majority of such cases will be readily cured 
by proper treatment. This consists in hygenic measures: rest, 
avoidance of local excitation of the parts by sexual intercourse, 
and emolient and topical applications to the diseased parts. The 
two first are far more easily accomplished than the last. 

The patient should be placed upon a non-stimulating diet. If an- 
zemic, she should be generously nourished and given general tonic 
and alterative treatment. Should she have any drain upon the 
system, or suffer from mental depression, the first should be re. 
moved and the latter remedied if possible. Fresh air and gentle 
exercise, with proper attention to the healthful performance of the 
digestive functions, should form part of the treatment. ‘Constipa- 
tion should be met by appropriate measures. Mettaurer’s laxi- 
tive mixture, a formula for which, is given in Tue CoMPANION, 
will, in a number of cases, accomplish this purpose, at the same 
time the tonic and alterative treatment should be employed. The 
cervix should, as far as possible, be kept clean by warm water in- 
Jections ; by using the gum-elastic syringe. ‘Tincture opii, slipery 
elm, infusion of poppy heads, glycerine, etc., may be added to the 
water. If the vaginal cervix is principally diseased, the treatment 
already given for granular-ulceration, should be employed. ‘Lhe 
canal is found, as is often the case in our experience, to be more 
er less involved. Sometimes, indeed, we have found cervical en- 
dometritis to be confind to the canal. In addressing our remedies 
to this part, we are frequently barred enterence to their employ- 
ment by the small calibre of the canal, and the tenacious mucous 
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by which it is filled. The os is sometimes patulous, but most fre- 
quently when the vaginal cervix is not diseased the os is very lit- 
tle, if at all more open than normal. It will, therefore, in these 
cises, be necessary, first to dilate the canal with sponge-tents. 
We prefer the carbolized sponge-tent to any other. ‘The sea-tan- 
le-tent, we think, should be used when the sponge-tent is not car- 
bolized. It is important to dilate the entire cervix. For this 
purpose tents should be adapted to the size of the canal. Every 
gynecologist should prepare his own tents. We have no hesi- 
tuncy in saying that those prepared according to the method of 
Mr. Robert Ellis, Obstetric Surgeon to the Chelsea and Belgrave 
Dispensary, England, are far preferable to any other for the pur- 
pose. Sponge-tents, it should be remembered, must be made ex- 
pressly for the case in which they are to be employed. We must, 
therefore, determine by the case itself, the tent to be used in each 
particular case. Mr. Ellis selects the best sponge which is then 
washed in several waters to rid it of dirt, sand, ete. It is then cut 
in pieces about two inches in length and of such a shape as to pro- 
duce, when rolled tightly over with tape, a shape somewhat fusi- 
ferm’’—that of the canal— in its character. ‘The pieces will be 
cut thicker or thiner according to the degree of dilitation in- 
tended.” ‘For the larger sizes they will require to be as thick 
as two fingers, or even larger. For the smallest, about the thick- 
ness of the little finger. It is important to remember that 
the canal we propose to dilate, by this means, is not generally 
larger than from one inch and a-quarter to one inch and a-half.” 
“It will, therefore, be necessary to have some of the pieces much 
shorter than two inches, but very rarely, and only in abnormal 
elongated cases, longer than this.” A square-sided instrument— 
a broach for instance—must be used as a stem upon which the 
sponge is to be compressed. ‘‘ Inserting this pointed’’ instrument 
‘in the centre of the piece of sponge so as to form its long axis, 
one of the cut edges is to be forcibly squeezed down and pressed 
under the opposite, which may be made to roll over it and hold it 
down.” “In the centre of the sponge,” ‘three or four strands 
of common cotton wick should be placed” before rolling, “‘ previ- 
ously dipped in pure carbolic acid.” ‘A piece of narrow tape is 
then to be rolled very tightly over the apex and brought up in 
regular spirals, lying close to each other, to the base, when it is 
fastened off. The fusiform shape is to be carefully preserved in 
binding the tape over the dried sponge. The tent is now ready 
for the first coating. The best material for this,” ‘is cocoa-but- 
ter or oil of theabroma.”” ‘In general it is useful to add a few 
grains of white wax—from 3 to 5—for every drachm of the oil,” 
also, “to each ounce of the oil, one drachm and a-half of pure 
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(crystals, melted by heat) carbolic acid. The effect is most re- 
markable; the tents are withdrawn as devoid of offensive odour as 
when they were introduced.” ‘The tent is dipped in the butter 
thus prepared, and kept in a fluid state, either over a small flame 
or in a hot water-bath.”” It should be immersed for a few seconds, 
so that the outer layer only of the sponge may be saturated. 
‘The tent is then placed in a very cool place, if it has solidified, 
the tape is cut and unrolled. All that is now necessary to com- 
plete it is to dip it once more into the same preparation—which 
for this latter purpose must be much cooler than before and of 
about the consistency of cream. By this means a smooth and un- 
ifurm covering is given the tent and itis ready for use. The tents 
thus prepared, must be kept in a wide-mouth, stopped bottle, so 
as to preserve their antiseptic properties.” 

(To be continued.) 





HYPODERMIC MEDICATION. 
BY DR. W. A. GREENE, M. D., OF AMERICUS, GA. 


(Continued from last No.) 


IT will now leave the discussion of this interesting part of the 
subject, to speak briefly of the physiological and therapeutical 
effects of calabar bean employed hypodermically, which presents 
many interesting and curious developments, and opens an exten- 
sive field for research and experimental investigation. 

During the last few years, M. Bournville, house surgeon to the 
Paris Hospitals, has employed it with care and studied its effects 
on several diseases. Among the results may be mentioned the 
following: Every one knows that the calabar bean, when instilled 
into the eye, produces a very remarkable contraction of the pu- 
pils. Now he states that it is surprising to observe that, when it 
is injected under the skin, there ensues, on the contrary, a dilata- 
tion of the pupils, or else the occular diaphragm remains un- 
changed. A second point which he notices; is the antagonism 
between the calabar bean and atropine. He verified this phenom- 
enon in six guinea pigs. After having injected the bean, atropine 
was injected. The animals did not succumb when both medica- 
ments were injected in fit proportions; but two or three days 
afterwards, a dose of the bean equal to that which had been at first 
employed being injected into the surviving animals, they all died. 
This obviously shows the antagonistic action of atropine against 
the calabar bean. Le also confirmed these experiments on the 








The Georgia Medical Companion. 287 


human subject, and treated with more or less success epilepsy, 
chorea and tetanus. Dr. Eben Watson states that in all his 
experiments, the pupils remained either unchanged or were dilated. 

Mr. T. Wharton Jones, in a suggestive paper, published in the 
Practitioner, for September, 1869, refers to this surprising fact 
and says, ‘the calabar bean is the direct antagonist of atropia, 
and asserts that “the local application of the drug causes con- 
traction of the veins and atropia of the arteries.” Dr. Alois 
Monti, of the H. Annis child’s hospital, reports three cases out of 
five of trismus neonatorium cured by this remedy. He prefers 
the hypodermic method, because he considers the internal use un- 
certain. He repeats these injections every ten or fifteen minutes, 
until the spasms cease; and then intermits them even for several 
hours until the cramp returns again. For new born children he 
uses one-tenth grain of the extract for a dose, and goes up to one- 
third, one-half or a whole grain a day. Older children can com- 
mence with one-third of a grain for adose. For internal use, one 
to four grains may be given. In the Richmond and Louisville 
Journal for August, 1870, Dr. F. C. Wilson reports a case of 
epilepsy in which there had been six successive convulsions at 
intervals of twenty minutes, relieved by ten minims of the tinc- 
ture of calabar bean used subcutaneously. 

In the Medical Examiner for July, 1870, Dr. Newman reports 
a case of tetanus successfully treated by the hypodermic injection 

calabar bean. 

The Glasgow Medical Journal (1869 p. 800) publishes two cases 
treated by Dr. Wm. Fenwick. The first case died in less than 
thirty-six hours after the commencement of treatment, owing to 
the culpable negligence of the attendants; the directions being 
very ineffectually carried out. The second case recovered, and is 
especially interesting, owing to the suspension of the medicine 
being three times followed by increase of symptoms, which yielded 
to its renewed exhibition. 

Dr. Eben Watson, in the Practitioner of September 1870, in a 
paper ‘‘on treatment of tetanus by the calabar bean,” details 
several cases—eighteen, I believe, in which he reports ten recov- 
erles—and always found the remedy to act decidedly better when 
introduced under the skin; in fact considers this the most essen- 
tial point in its administration. Thus we perceive a wide and in- 
teresting field for the hypodermic use of this medicine. My own 
opportunities have been limited for its exhibition. In a case of 
epilepsy, I found it exceedingly efficacious, I have drawn from 
reliable and trustworthy authority, and hope sufficient evidence 
has been adduced to induce my professional brethren to test its 
virtue and efficacy. 
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I will now proceed to speak of veratrum veride, a most familiar 
remedy—and am sure there is no medicine in our Materia Medica 
that deserves more praise, and whose effects on the human system 
are more uniform and consequently more to be relied upon. All 
are acquainted with its efects on the human system when admin- 
istered by the mouth, and it is therefoae to its hypodermic use 
that I invite your attention. It effectually takes the place of the 
lancet when thus administered, and acts more rapidly, more ener- 
getically and more satisfactorily. When rapid arterial excitement 
or tumultuous action of the heart is sought to be controlled, this 
medicine injected under the skin in proper doses accomplishes a 
desideratum most devoutly to be wished for. In the convulsions 
of children, the result of high arterial excitement, so trying to 
the physician, and frightful to the relatives and friends, we pos- 
sess a certain remedy in veratrum. I begin the injettion under 
the skin at the back of the neck, in half drop doses, which may 
be increased to two drops, combined with a few drops of warm 
water—and if its constitutional effects are not produced in ten or 
twenty minutes, cautiously repeat the dose. I frequently combine 
with the veratrum five or ten drops of Squibbs’ compound liquor 
of opium. In the first stage of pneumonia, where it is important 
to produce rapid sedation, or where the stomach fails to tolerate it, 
I find it invaluable. I use it cautiously, beginning with one or 
two drops. I will here relate a case in point, occurring a few days 
since in the practice of my friend Dr. George F. Cooper, of this 
city, in his own words : 

“‘ Lucy, mulatto girl aged sixteen, attacked with double pneu- 
monia—saw her fourth day—pulse 120—respiration labored and 
rapid. Injected one drop of Norwood’s veratrum under the skin 
of arm. In twenty minutes pulse reduced to 118. Injected two 
drops more. In twenty minutes pulse reduced to 90—then order- 
ed it continued by mouth every three hours, in four or six drop 
doses. Her recovery, though not rapid, was uninterrupted and 
complete in eight days. No blister or other medication used, ex- 
cept two or three purgative doses of mercury.” 

In puerperal convulsions veratrum is a most valuable remedy. 
I will give two recent eases in which I employed it, thereby better 
conveying to the mind the mode of its administration and its ef- 
fects on tha system. January 8th, 1871, called to see Mrs. W., 
aged 38, in consultation with my friend Dr. Bird, two miles from 
town. I arrived at her bedside 11 o'clock, p. m. She lacked two 
months to the completion of her term. Nothing unusual had oc- 
curred during gestation, her general health being uninterrupted— 
had borne several children, and never required the presence of 
physician during her labors. She had been having convulsions 
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since early in the morning, at intervals of twenty to forty minutes ; 
had taken large doses of Jaudanum and been kept under chloro- 
form all day—bowels been freely opened with enemeta, pulse very 
large and as hard a one as I ever felt; it beat 190 times a min- 
ute. The os uteri was just large enough to admit the point of my 
index finger, and very rigid. Hada dreadful convulsion a few 
moments after my arrival. I immediately opened a large median 
vein in her right arm, and allowed blood to flow until her pulse 
had sunk very low. She had no return of the convulsions for 
about an hour, remaining nearly comfortable—when her circula- 
tion began to increase, restlessness came on, and she had a most 
violent eclampsia, followed by apoplectic stertor, from which she 
partially recovered in half an hour. I immediately gave her ten 
drops of the solution of morphine and atropine, which had the 
effect to quiet her at once—and she rested and slept comfortably 
for one hour and forty minutes. She awoke mueh excited and 
another convulsion came on. I determined then to give her vera- 
trum subcutaneously. By this time she refused to open her mouth 
or swallow, the stupor being more profound than before. This 
was fifteen minutes past two o’clock—pulse 140—injected two 
drops of Norwood’s veratrum. If ten minutes pulse reduced to 
130, with no disposition to go lower—2} o'clock injected three 
drops more. In fifteen minutes slight impression noted on pulse 
—convulsions strongly threatened. Fifteen minutes of 3 o’clock 
injected four drops. 8a. m. pulse reduced to 90 beats, breath- 
ing much improved, and sleeping quietly. Awoke at 6 a.m. 
perfectly rational, with ability to swallow. Directed following 
prescription : 
R}—Bromide potassium , ‘ Zi. 
Water, ‘ , ‘ ? E viij. 

Sig. One table-spoonful every six or eight hours in half glass 
of water. 

The circulation was kept under control for two or three days 
by occasional doses of veratrum, combined with the bromide. She 
continued to do well until February 12th, when I was sent for 
and she was delivered of a dead foetus of eight mouths. Labor 
was rapid and easy, from which she recovered as usual. Now 
could anything be more charming than the prompt result of this 
medicine, and that after the much-vaunted remedy—bleeding, 
seemed about to fail? ‘The veratrum did not produce the slight- 
est nausea. Dr. Bird rendered valuable assistance in conducting 
this case. 


Since this article was commenced, I have witnessed a most ter- 
rible case of puerperal convulsions, the treatment of which presents 
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many interesting features. I will merely give my notes of the 
case as taken down at the bedside: 

Called March 5th, at 11 a.m, tosee Mrs. H. in consultation 
with her attending physician, Dr. Hudson. She was a woman of 
a very susceptible, nervous constitution, and labored under con- 
stitutional irritation from the commencement of her pregnancy. 
She was 25 years old, and this her first labor—had been married 
about twelve months. Was expecting her labor every hour, the 
time being out—had complained of intense headache for several 
days. About + a. m., she awoke her husband to do something 
for her head. By the time he could make a light, she had a con- 
vulsion—had no uterine pain whatever. The convulsions returned 
every ten or fifteen minutes until Dr. H. arrived (about an hour 
afterwards), and gave a large dose of morphine and put her un- 
der chloroform—when the convulsions were delayed an hour or 
more in their intervals. About 10} o’clock they became more 
rapid, and I was sent for. She had a convulsion when I arrived, 
and immediately sunk into a stertorous, apoplectic sleep. I felt 
that the fated blow had been struck, effusion or extravasation hay- 
ing taken place. There was no uterine action—the os uteri was 
firmly contracted, very rigid, ahd the perineum excessively hard 
and thick—the vertex in the first position. The foetal heart could 
be distinctly heard. Withdrew the chloroform, bled her 18 ounces, 
and gave ten drops of solution morphine and atropia fifteen min- 
utes thereafter—had five convulsions in quick succession, the last 
one lightest. Eleven and half a. m., pulse 145—injected one drop 
veratrum in a few drops of water—in ten minutes pulse reduced 
to 150—in twenty minutes 120—12}, convulsion—eight minutes 
to 1 p. m., gave one drop veratrum, combined with eight drops 
solution of morphine and atropia—pulse 115—1-25 p. m., pulse 
135 and convulsion came on—bled her 12 ounces—1-32 injected 
one half grain ergotine, combined with two drops of veratrum in 
thigh, pulse being 135. In eighteen minutes, pulse reduced to 
120—twenty minutes no change—twenty minutes more pulse 118 
—1}, convulsion—38-7 pulse 128, os uteri yet contracted and no 
uterine pain—coma being profound and stertorous, rapid breath- 
ing—child alive—3 p. m., ruptured members and injected half 
grain of ergotine in thigh, combined with three drops of veratrum. 
3-45 pulse 120, injected three drops of veratrum; in ten minutes, 
pulse 116, and gave half grain ergotine. Some uterine contrac- 
tions—waters all passed off—os dilated size half dollar—5 p. m., 
severe convulsion—95-40 half grain ergotine injected in abdomen 
—uterine contractions decidedly increased—coma very profound— 
6-45 p. m. convulsion—uterine contraction going on—7 p. m. 
head of fetus descended so that forceps could be applied, which 
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was immediately done, and a 12 pound child extracted. Mother 
died in one hour, and child doing well. 

This woman never spoke or exhibited the smallest sign of rea- 
son or sensation from the moment of invasion, but sank at once 
into the stertorous, apoplectic sleep that finally led to the sleep of 
death. Notwithstanding these functions of the brain were op- 
pressed from the beginning—the hemispheres, the cerebellum and 
the tubercular quadrigemina remaining extinct as to power—yet 
our remedies did much good. This is very interesting. The ve- 
ratrum controlled the circulation and lengthened the intervals of 
the convulsions from ten or fifteen minutes to one hour and twenty 
minutes. The ergotine speedily and promptly excited uterine 
contractions and thus enabled us to save the child. We could not 
have done so without it—the mother’s case already a hopeless one 
—the child alive as the strokes of its heart indicated, profound 
coma and total inability to swallow. and no effort of the womb 
whatever to expel its contents—it did seem that the mother would 
succumb with a live child in her womb. The ergotine injected un- 
der the skin of the thigh and abdomen aroused this dormant ute- 
rus, and it responded by sending the foetal head down into the 
vagina, where it could be reached by forceps and delivered. 1 am 
indebted to Dr. Hudson for valuable assistance in this case, and 
courtesy in obtaining its history. 

Ihave found the addition of veratram with the morphine and 
atropine solution speedily relieve distressing paroxysms of asthma 
that had resisted all other treatment. I have never seen any ref- 
erence to the hypodermic use of veratrum, and hope by this im- 
perfect account of its employment, to attract the attention of the 
profession, that its value and efficacy may be further developed 
and illustrated. 

I come now to speak of ergotine. In controlling excessive 
menorrhagia, there is no remedy equal to it, used hypodermically. 
Severe cases of this character that had resisted various treat- 
ments and strongly threatened death, have yielded almost instant- 
ly to the hypodermic injection of er gotine dissolved in equal parts 
of water and glycerine. In my hands it has produced remarkable 
effect in ‘the hemorrhage following delivery. Under these circum- 
stances of sudden and alarming bleeding, we want a remedy that 
speedily affects the system. I present it to the profession and 
ask for it a faithful trial. The dose is from one-third, one half or 
even one grain dissolved in equal parts of glycerine and water, 
and the injections repeated every fifteen or twenty minutes. The 
hypodermic use of ergotine in aneurisms is attracting considera- 
ble attention. I have had no opportunity of testing its value in 
these cases, bv~ ‘ll mention two cases reported by Langenback. 
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The first was that of a man aged 45, with a pulsating tumor in 
the neck, the size of a fist, the pulsations in which greatly annoy- 
ed the patient. On the 6th of January, 1869, Prof. L. made a 
first subcutaneous injection of 0.03 grm. (half a grain) watery ex- 
tract of ergot on a level with the aneurism. After this the pul- 
sations became weaker and the tumor diminished in size. Between 
the 6th January and the 17th February, there were injected at 
regular intervals of three days two grammes of ergotine in doses 
varying from 0.03 to 0.18 grammes (half a grain to three grains.) 
The tumor was notably diminished in size and pulsations were 
less strong. 

The second case was that of a man aged 42, who had for twenty 
years a pulsating tumor of the radial artery of the size of a ha- 
zel nut three centimetres from the hand. Prof. L. injected 0.15 
grammes of ergotine between the skin and the tumor; the next 
day the ancurism could not be detected. It reappeared momen- 
tarily in consequence of a slight effort made by the patient, but 
it had completely disappeared at the end of eight days. The ed- 
itors of the Archives Generales (Nov. 1869,) from which journal 
this account was condensed (see Am. Med. Journal 1870,) justly 
remarks that ‘these results seem extraordinary and to have been 
obtained very promptly’ I hope to hear of further experiment 
with this remedy in this disease. The hypodermic injection of the 
salts of mercury in the treatment of constitutional syphilis is en- 
gaging the attention of the profession, especially in the East. 
Ihave had no patients recently who would submit to its use, and 
therefore have no personal experience with it. I am, however, 
well satisfied of its utility and efficacy, and shall not hesitate to 
employ it. I will briefly glance at what eminent men say of it 
by way of attracting the attention of the profession to its em- 
ployment, for a few experiments conducted by master hands in all 
that relates to therapeutics aud pharmacy are more important and 
reliable than a far greater number would be detailed by persons of 
less authority. 

M. Diday ata meeting of the Lyons’ Medical Society, detailed 
the result of twelve cases of syphillis treated by hypodermic in- 
jection of corrosive sublimate. His solution consisted of distilled 
water 45 grammes, corrosive sublimate, glycerine, of each ten 
centigrammes. ‘Two or three injections were practical daily, the 
mean quantity of the sublimate introduced being seven or eight 
millegrammes. The back is used for the operation because pain 
is less complained of there—or if the patient injects himself, the 
sides of the chest and anterior or external parts of the thighs are 
used, alternating these regions so that the puncturos do not suc- 
ceed each other too rapidly, or approach each other too closely. 
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He says: “I must admit great embarrassment in pronouncing an 
opinion on this new method. In fact, there is no occasion to pro- 
nounce any positive opinion on a remedy which has so recently 
made its appearance. At first, one is struck and seduced by the 
promptitude of some of the cures which it effects.”” M. Diday be- 
lieves it most advantageous in the squamous form of syphilis and 
warns against its use in the ulcerative forms. Innone of his cases 
was the slightest mercurial effect of the mouth produced. Dr. T. 
J. Walker, British Medical Journal, records the results of his ex- 
perience, in ten cases in which it was fairly tried, and found im- 
mediate improvement after one or two injections. He says: “In 
the first case, after three weeks of treatment and the injection of 
only 7-10 of a grain of bichlorid of mercury, the change in the 
condition of the patient was surprising. 

Incase 2d, these symptoms which were rather of the secondary 
type were all relieved after -ix injections, and the tertiary symp- 
toms yielded with unusual rapidity to the iodide of potassa when 
it was commenced. ‘The solution he employed amounted to } gr. 
of corrosive sublimate dissolved in ten drops of water and glyce- 
rine. This solution may be used every day. Dr. Walker states 
that the pain and inflammation at the seat of puncture are com- 
paratively slight, and considers the results he has attained justify 
its trial in large institutions. 

The hypodermic syringe is an exceedingly useful little instru- 
ment for drawing out liquors for diagnostic and other purposes. 
It has been made use of for obtaining blood for examination from 
cholera patients. It has been used for the operation of transfu- 
sion, and, with slight modification, preferred above all other in- 
struments. Dr. Mader of Vienna used it in making a diagnosis 
in a case of ascites, in which a doubt existed whether chronic 
peri‘onitis or cirrhosis hepatis caused the dropsy. The character 
of the liquid proved it to be a case of cirrhosis. He also pumped 
out a chronie serous exudation from the pericardial sac of an aged 
female: the first operation yielded a few ounces of liquid and 
relieved the urgent symptoms; at a second trial, three ounces 
were removed. Mader thinks the operation deserves much regard, 
as it is easily performed, and attended with comparatively little 
danger. In these operations the canula should be provided with a 
stop-cock, so that air may not enter when the body of the syringe 
is detached in crder to empty it, and the body of the syringe 
should be made of greater eapacity. 

I will not lengthen this already too extended review by refer- 
ring to other remedies that are used hypodermically, and mention- 
ed in the beginning of this article. ‘he field is wide open, and 
the opportunity for research and investigation inviting, and offers 
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a rich harvest to the industrious lover of science. I feel that I 
could not practice medicine without the hypodermic syringe— 
know that I am indebted to it for many a night’s sleep and relief 
from restless anxiety. Instead of worrying all night, as I have 
many times done, with cases of colic, delirium tremens, gout, 
rheumatism, convulsions, neuralgia, nausea and nervous excitabil- 
ity, I have relieved my patients in fifteen or twenty minutes and 


returned to my bed. 
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Epilepsy Treated with Hydrate of Chloral_—Dr. Louis Mack- 
all, Georgetown, D. C., reports two cases in the Natiohal Medical 
Journal, of epilepsy ‘controlled and subdued” by the administra- 
tion of hydrate of chloral. The second case had been treated by 
almost every known remedy, without benefit, for two years, when 
seen by Dr. Mackall. ‘He began with 10-grain doses of chloral, 
at night, and from the time of his first taking it to the present, 
an interval of more than seven months, he has never had a fit, 
and his nights have been passed in quiet sleep’’—gaining “strength 
both mentally and physically.” He calls attention to the tact 
that “unlike other anodynes, the dose of chloral does not require 
to be increased.” 

The editors in a note call attention to two other cases greatly 
benefitted by the use of chloral, which cases were reported by Dr. 
Beauchamp, in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, of 
April, and by Dr. F. K. Bailey, of Knoxville, Tenn., inthe Med. 
and Surg. Reporter. Dr. Bailey had used unsuccessfully the bro- 
mide of potassium before giving the chloral. 

Aneurism eured by hypodermic injection of Ergotine.—Dr. Ja- 
cobson, of Copenhagen, records the successful employment of hy- 
podermie injection of ergotine in two cases of aneurism. In one 
case injections of an aqueous solution of secale were made in the 
vicinity of the tumor, causing it to disappear in eight days, having 
existed twenty years. This mode of employing secale for the 
cure of aneurisms is worthy of trialin all suitable cases. 


Nux Vomica for Biliousness.—Dr. J. M. Scudder says: “In 
these cases I have prescribed nux vomica with most decided suc- 
cess. If it is a case of fever or inflammation, the remedy is al- 
ternated with the special sedatives, and in place of preventing 
their action as many might suppose, it seems to favor it. It is 
continued until these unpleasant symptoms pass away—one, two 
or three days. LIorder it in the following proportion : 

i —Tr nux vomica, ; , ‘ gtts. x to xx, 
Aque, ‘ . ° ° Ziv. M. 
P S. A table-spoonful every one or two hours.—Eelectie Medical 
ournal, 
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Dropsy.—Dr. Scudder extols the following formula for dropsy : 
R—T*. apocyhum, . . ° gtts XX to Zii, 
Aqua, . ‘ ‘ Ziv. M. 
S. Teaspoonful every two or three hours. In the dropsies ful. 
lowing hard drinking he uses : 
R—Tr. Nux vomica,. ; ‘ gtts xv. 
Tr. apocynum, ‘ ° : 3 ss. 
Aqgue, . ; : giv. 
S. Teaspoonful every three hours.— Eelectie Med. Journ. 


For Neuralgia.—The following formula is highly recommended 
in ‘“‘ obscure neuralgic difficulties :” 
Ri—Prussiate of Potash, . . 3 iv. 
Simple syrup, 
Water, aa, ‘ . ‘ zii. M. 
S. A teaspoonful three times a day.—Lelectie Med. Journ. 


Tetanus successfully treated 63 hydrate of ehloral,—Dr. W. B. 
Cluness gives in detail, in the Pacific Medical and Surgical Journ- 
al, the successful treatment of a case of tetanus with hydrate of 
chloral. By its use the pulse was reduced from 128 to 80. The 
successful issue of this case will justify the employment of chloral 
in tetanus. Dr. George Thompson, also, in the Richmond and 
Louisville Medical Journal, reports a case of supposed idiopathic 
tetanus cured by chloral. The dose was thirty grains, repeated 
several times a day. The cure was effected in four or five days. 

Wakefulness.—Dr. Wm. A. Hammond (Detroit Review of Med- 
icine and Pharmacy,) recommends phosphorous for wakefulness. 
Twelve grains of phosphorous are boiled in an ounce of almond 
oil and filtered. Halfan ounce of this is mixed with an ounce of 
gum arabic, and fifteen drops of some aromatic oil are added. Of 
this mixture the dose is 15 drops—containing one-twenty-fourth of 
a grain of phosphorous. ‘Three doses are given before bed-time, 
generally producing sieep on the second day if not on the first. 
The dose may be increased one drop a day, until twenty drops 
are taken, or signs of gastric irritation supervene. He has also 
employed for this purpose the bromide of potassium combined 
with sumbul. The dose of the fluid extract of sumbul (Neer- 
gaard’s) is from 20 drops to a drachm three times a day. 

Epilepsy treated successfully by Assafetida.—Dr. Pollock, of 
Charing-Cross Hospital, reports a case of epilepsy (Lancet) cured 
by assafcetida, after the failure of bromide of potassium, sulph. 
zinc, quinine and tr. iron. A drachm of tr. assafoetida, with 
three grains of carb. ammonia, were given three times a day—re- 
sulting in a cure in a few weeks. 
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Diabetes treated bg carbonate of ammonia.—Dr. Pavy states 
that the carbonate of ammonia (100 grains dissolved in a pint of 
water, and all taken during the course of twenty-four hours,) ex- 
erts a controlling influence over diabetes. Dr. A. S. Dunkin has 
employed the milk diet in this disease with great success. The 
treatment should be methodically persevered in, by confining the 
patient exclusively to the milk treatment—i. e. skimmed milk be- 
ing used alone as a diet to the exclusion of every other article. 
It is necessary in adopting this treatment to commence with small 
quantities of milk—say half to one glassful three times a day, 
gradually increasing the quantity as the patient becomes accus- 
tomed to its use. 


Carbolie Acid in Searlet Fever.—Dr. Cleaver (Iowa Medical 
Journal,) has used the following formula with decided advantage 
in this disease: 

.--Carbolie acid, ‘ : . ° ij 
Alcohol, dilute. ‘ ‘ . Se M 

S. Mix a teaspoonful of this to a tablespoonful of water, used 
cither as a gargle or with a mop, depending upon age and ability 
to gargle—say once every two hours. Also give ten to twenty 
drops of same in mue. g. acacia at same intervals—dose depend- 
ing upon age of patient. ‘This treatment was employed in 70 
cases, with marked success. 


LON 


Corrosive Sublimate for Improving the Constitution.—Dr. Almes 
(L'Union Medicale,) has used corrosive sublimate largely in adults 
and children for building up the powers of the system, with de- 
cided advantage. He has continued its use for half years and 
whole years, the patients constantly improving—appetite return- 
ing—inerease of bulk, fat, colororation of complexion, develop- 
ment of muscular vigor, and all the external signs of health. The 
dose given for this purpose was very small—given dissolved in 
distilled water. 


Epithelioma successfully treated by chlorate of potash—Prof. 
Magni, of Bologna, after using nitrate silver and acid nitrate of 
mercury unsuccessfully in one case of this cancroid affection, em- 
ployed the chlorate of potash externally and internally, which 
effected complete cicatrization at the end of a month. 


Prophylactic action of Copper in Cholera Epidemics.—From the 
investigations of Dr. Clopton and M. Burg, it it announced that 
persons employed in working copper escape cholera and the chol- 
eracic diarrhoea. By analogy, copper might be found useful as a 
prophylactic in epidemics of cholera morbus, diarrhoea and dysen- 
tery. 
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Internal Administration of Chloroform.—Dr. G. W. Murdock, 
in the Journal of Pharmacy, after alluding to the difficulties phy- 
sicians have in finding a good vehicle for the internal administra- 
tion of chloroform, recommends pure glycerine for the purpose. 
In preparing it he takes one part of chloroform with two parts of 
glycerine (best) add the chloroform very slowly, and rub up careful- 
ly. Then put ina bottle, and let it stand 24 hours. A little 
chloroform will have deposited at the bottom. Separate this, and 
rub it up with the third part of glycerine, then mix it with the 
rest and the solution is complete. Six ounces of glycerine with 
two ounces of chloroform will give seven ounces of the solution so 
that each fluid drachm contains about 17 minims of chloroform. 
By adding morphia at time of administration this will be found a 
valuable antispasmodic for colics, ete. 


Cundurungo.—A new remedy for Cancers, Scrofula and Ven- 
ereal Diseases.—The National Medical Journal contains a diplo- 
matic correspondence relative to the reputed virtues of “ the wood, 
condurango,”’ specimens of which have been forwarded to the navy 
department by the Government of Ecuador for analysis and exper- 
iment. Resident physicians of Quito, Ecuador, extol it as a “ cancer 
specific,” and valuable alterative and restorative in scrofula and 


venereal diseases. Should it prove to be half as valuable as rep- 
resented, the medical world will have another remedy for these 
diseases. In this instance, as in other remedies declared to be 
specific, we say to the profession, ‘‘prove all things ; hold fast to 
that that is good.” 


Propylamine—a remedy for acute and chronic Rheumatism.— 
Dr. J. R. Nichols (Boston Jour. of Chem.) remarks that this rem- 
edy ‘has continued to grow in favor during the past 12 years, 
and some physicians regard it as almost or quite a specific in acute 
and chronic rheumatism.”’ ‘Dr. Awenarius, of St. Petersburg, 
treated 250 patients in the Hospitals of Kanlinkin, and in acute 
cases the pain and fever always disappeared the neat day. He 
regards it as a true specific for the various affections of rheuma- 
tic origin.” ‘‘ The remedy is prescribed in the following manner: 


R—Propylamine, ‘ ‘ j gits. xxv 
Aque distil, — « « F§vi. M, 
When necessary, add 
Aq. saach, peppermint,. 3 ii. 
S. A tablespoonful every two hours. 
Growth of the Nails as a prognostic indication in Cerebral Par- 


alysis.—Dr. S. Weir Mitchell (Trans. College Physicians—Au. 
Jour. Med. Sciences) gives a number of cases to corroborate the 
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proposition that the growth of the nails of the fingers of a paral- 
yzed arm is retarded during the time the limb is paralyzed. The 
nails on the sound side grow as usual, while those on the diseased 
limb remain stationary, and do not begin to grow until there is a 
return to a healthy condition of the paralyzed limb. He hopes 
“that this apparently trifling symptom may open the way to the 
solution of very important questions, and is certainly not devoid 
of interest for the most purely practical among us.”’ 


Chronic Eezema.—Dr. Thomas Barrow, Baltimore, Md., gives 
(Med. and Surgical Reporter,) several cases of chronic eczema 
which he permanently cured by the following plan of treatment: 

R—Tinet. ferri chlor. . ‘ : f & ij. 

S. 20 drops before each meal, as an ectropie and to remove 
anaemia, 

R—Acid nitro chlor. , . , Zi. 

S. Six Drops, five minutes after each meal, as an eliminative 
and ectropic. 

i, —Cupri sulph. ‘ : ’ ‘ $i 
Aque, ye « « ce 

S. Apply to the whole diseased surface once every other day, 
as a local alterative. These remedial agents are capable, he as- 
serts, of entirely and permanently curing this obstinate malady 
within about one month. 


Acute Rheumatism.—Dr. J. T. Davis (Cincinnati Med. Reper- 
tory,) gives the following treatment for rheumatism: When called 
to a patient with the disease, he first orders him to be placed be- 
tween blankets, and if suffering much, gives one or two grains of 
opium. He then proceeds with the following, administered alter- 
nately every three hours : 

BR—Quiniz sulph. ‘ ° ‘ gr. Xx. 
Potass, nit. é ‘ ; Zi. M. 
ft. chart No. 6. 

S. One powder every three hours. , 

R—Tr. aconite, 
Tr. colchici, aa, , ‘ g si 
Potass. bicarb. . ‘ , 3 iss, 
Aque, ‘ ‘ ‘ Zvj. M. 

S. One tablespoonful every three hours. 


He has found, in a large number of cases the above treatment 
to have been excellent. He gives plenty of milk and good nour- 
ishing food. ‘lhe bowels must be kept open. 


Relief of Pain in Otorrhea.—Dr. Post relieves the pain of 
otorrhcea—ear-ache—by applying a leech to the helix. He re- 
gards it as the surest and best means of affording relief. 
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Codeia and oxalate of cerium in Dysentery.—Dr. J. W. Moore 
reports in the proceedings of the Medical Society of the county 
of Albany, N. Y., (Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journal,) the great 
value of codeine in dysentery. He first used it for this purpose 
three years ago. All the other remedies had been tried that could 
be thought of with no apparent relief. There was obstinate vom- 
iting, bloody and mucus stools, with bearing down pains and ten- 
esmus. The patient was unable to take any nourishment—small 
quantities of water being immediately rejected by the stomach. 
Opium by injection was tried, which increased the nausea and 
induced headache. At last two grains of oxalate of cerium was 
dropped dry upon the tongue. ‘The retching ceased so that in the 
course of an hour the patient retained a grain of codeia in so- 
lution, followed by sleep which lasted several hours. The head- 
ache was relieved. A faecal stool followed the administration of 
sulph. magnesia. Codeine and cerium was continued several days, 
and the patient soon recovered. He has used this treatment in 
fifteen or twenty cases, and asserts that persons are relieved of 
dysentery by this remedy when the stomach can retain it. He 
has never given more than two grains at a dose, and has never ob- 
served any unpleasant effects when the medicine was pure. 

Diptheria treated by Quinine.—Dr. R. C. Russ, Hillsboro’, 0.5 
(Cincinnati Lancet and Observer,) says: ‘‘A great deal depends 
upon the early administration of quinia; in this disease it is 4 
sine qua non. Ihave frequently seen this disease yield as readily 
to large doses of quinia as intermittents or remittents, when given 
within the first twelve or twenty-four hours. 

Croup treated by the vapor of Slacking Lime.—Dr. J. H. Hi. 
Burge, Brooklyn, N. Y., (New York Medical Journal,) claims 
great success over every other method of treating croup by using 
the vapor of slacking lime. A few pieces of lime are put in a 
pitcher and warm water poured on it. A blanket or a newspaper 
is thrown over the pitcher so as to direct the vapor towards the 
mouth of the patient and compel him to breathe as much of it as 
he possibly can. This is to be kept up continually day and 
night so long as the disease lasts, only stopping, in severe cases, 
to drink punch or beef tea. When the disease abates, the lime 
may be slacked in a pail placed at the side of the bed. Some 
otherwise hopeless cases were cured by this plan of treatment. 


Hydrate Chloral in Singultus.—Dr. T. L. Leavitt, German- 
town, Pa., reports (Am. Jour. Med. Sciences,) three cases of ob- 
stinate hiccough relieved permanently by 5-grain doses of hydrate 
of chloral, after the failure of ether, bromide potassium, musk, 
camphor, &c. 
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Tape- Worm expelled by Bromide of Potassium.—Dr. J. N. 
Northrop, (Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal) after employing 
spts. turpentine, pumpkin seed, ete., in a case of tape-worm, gave 
the bromide of potassium in 20-grain doses every four hours. The 
patient continued the remedy two and a half days, then took half 
an ounce of spts. turpentine, and in a short time two ounces of 
castor oil. He passed 200 feet of worm. After one week re- 
peated the medicine and passed 50 feet more, with the head. Dr. 
Northrop also gave the bromine of potasn in syrup, to a-child 
two or three years old, in sedative doses, when twelve feet of tape 
worm were passed. 

Idiopathic Anemia.—Prof. Sam. 8. Armor (Medical and Sur- 
gical Reporter,) in cases which he calls “ idiopathic anzemia, where 
there is headache, palpitation of the heart, nervousness and gen- 
eral weakness—in females, uses the following formula : 


R—Iron by hydrogen, ‘ , 3 iss. 
Quin. sulph., . ‘ ‘ 3). 
Arsen. acid, : , , gr j. M. 


ft. pil No. 50. 

S. One after each meal. He orders, in addition, a pill com- 
posed of one-half grain each of watery extract of aloes and hy- 
osclamus ; one to be taken after dinner to keep up gentle elimina- 
tive action along the intestinal track. 


Grauular Lids and chronie Opthalmia.—Dr. John Williams 
publishes the following formula, which after long experience, he 
highly recommends : 


R—Arsexici sal phureti ‘ , er ij. 
Unguenti citrini, ea ‘ 3 ij. 
Axungie preparat. . ‘ 3. M. 


In cases of granular lids, panmus and obstinate chronic opthal- 
mia, the upper eyelid should be everted, and a piece the size of a 
flaxseed he applied with a camel-hair pencil into the superior pal- 
pebral sinus. 

Arsenic in Dyspepsia.—Dr. Thorowgood finds arsenic valuable 
in some forms of dyspepsia. One drop of Fowler’s solution giv- 
en in half an ounce of infusion of calumbze, in one case, allayed 
the pain and vomiting of food, and enabled the patient to eat and 
digest small quantities of mutton. In cases where the tongue is 
small and irritable with projecting papilla and coated by a grey 
or yellow fur, arsenic will do good. 


Chloral in rigid Os Utert.—Dr. 8. F. Starley (Am. Practition- 
er,) speaks highly of the value of chloral in producing relaxation 
in cases of rigidity of the os uteri. He thinks it should not be 
used if orgatic disease of the heart exists. 
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Hypodermie doses of Morphia.—Dr. E. T. Wilson says a quar- 
ter of a grain of morphia is, as a rule, an unsafe dose to commence 
with. A third of a grain has caused dangerous symptoms in 15 
minutes, and in a case of mania half a grain has proven fatal. 
The injected fluid should always be thrown under the skin very 
gradually and slowly. 


Treatment of Lumbago.—Dr. Sam. Wilks, (Lancet,) says cases 
of acute or recent lumbago are generally amenable to warm stim- 
ulating applications, as hot air, steam, fomentations, hot water 
and tincture of capsicum. It is very intractable when it becomes 
chronic. He has found benefit from subcutaneous injections of 
morphia and galvanism. 


Local Application to Burns.—Dr. Binikerd (Med. and Surg. 
Reporter,) applies to burns, when seen early, carbolic acid and 
glycerine in the proportion of from 5 to 10 drops of the former, 
to Zii of the latter. This is spread upon the burn by camel-hair 
pencil or feather, then a layer of white cotton retained by a roller 
bandage. For the suppurative stage, he employs the following : 

I} —Yellow wax melted and strained, . Ji. 
Raw linseed oil, . ; . sah 
Tannin, . ‘ « Bh 
Sub nitrate bismuth, . : . grxx, M. 

First melt the wax, add the oil, and stir the whole; then add 
the tannin, and lastly the bismuth. The ointment should be ap- 
plied on pieces of lint. 


Glycerate of Tar.—Mr. J. B. Moore gives the following for- 
mula : 

R—Picis liquide (strained,) : m ; 
Magnesiz, carb, (rubbed to powder on a seive,) 
Alcoholis, : ‘ 

Glycerine, ° , 
Aque, " 5 m ‘ ; 
Mix the alcohol and glycerine with ten fluid ounces of water. 
Put the tar in a mortar first with the carb. mag. gradually added, 
until a smoothe pulverulent mixture is obtained; then gradually 
add, insmall portions at a time, with thorough trituration contin- 
ued for fifteen or twenty minutes, six fluid ounces of the mixture 
of alcohol, glycerine and water, and strain, with strong express- 
ion ; return the residue to the mortar, and repeat the trituration 
as before, with five fluid ounces more of the same liquid and ex- 
press; again treat the dregs in the same manner with the remain- 
der of the menstrum, and after expression reduce the residue by 
trituration to a uniform condition, and finally pack firmly in a 
glass funnel prepared for percolation, and pour upon it the ex- 
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pressed liquors previously mixed, and when the mixture has all 
passed from the surface, continue the percolation with water until 
one pint of the liquid has been obtained. 

In conjunction with the fluid extract of wild cherry- bark, ace- 
tate or syrup of squills, syrup of guinaria, lactunus carium, etc., 
in varied proportions to suit the prescriber, it will form elegant 
and palatable combinations, adapted to the treatment of chronic 
coughs and the various diseases of the pulmonary organs. The 
dose of the glycerate is from a desert to a tablespoonful. 


Suppurative Hepatitis successfully treated with Muriate of Am- 
monia.—Dr. L. G. Alexander, Ky., communicates (Med. and 
Surg. Reporter,) a case of hepatitis successfully treated by the 
above medicine. He found the patient with high fever, complain- 
ing of dull, heavy pains in the right hypochondriae region ; there 
was enlargement of the liver and dullness upon percussion. The 
patient was unable to lie on left side, and pain increased by pres- 
sure or cough of the organ. He had been having intermittent 
fever. After treating the case ten days with the usual remedies, 
and the patient growing worse, he then gave the following pre- 
scription, under the influence of which he at once and rapidly im- 
proved : 

R--Muriate ammonia. - = grsy, 
Tr. sarsaparilla, i Zii, M. 

S. This quantity to be taken every four hours. 

Also: Pulv. Doveri, ‘ . oi 


S. Every four hours. Milk punch and beef tea; bran poultice 
to bowels. The good effects of the ammonia were evident from 
the second dose, increasing the amount of urine, and acting on 
the secretive system generally. 


Chlorosis.—Prof. 8. G. Armor (Med. and Surg. Reporter,) in 
cases of chlorosis, where there is deficient menstruation, consti- 
pation of the bowels, flatulency, and great nervousness, employs 
the following formule : 


R—Arsenious acid, ° , ‘ grs iv. 
Acid hydrochlorici, ; : 3 iss. 
Mur. tinct. iron, , , 3 iiss. 
Aque ad. , ‘ ~- & 

S. Teaspoonful after each meal. 

R—Ext. aloes, aqueous, ‘ . gr Xx, 
Sulph. iron, : : gr ix. 
Ext. nux vomica, ‘ » gem M, 
ft. pil No. 20. 


S. One pill to be taken after dinner, or two a day, if necessary: 
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New Operation for Entropium.—James McCrath, Surgeon to 
the British Hospitel, Smyrna, had devised the following simple 
operation for entropium, with much success. Turning up the eye- 
lid, he makes a horizontal incision parallel to the border, and 
about on a level with the seat of the bulbs, including the whole 
extent, or very nearly, from one canthus to another, avoiding the 
duct at inner canthus. He then makes another incision parallel 
to the first, removing a narrow strip of the cartilage, less than the 
twelfth of an inch in breadth. 


Turpentine in Infantile Convulsions.— When convulsions con- 
tinue in colicky children, and are not relieved by the warm bath, 
injections of warm water, brandy or chlorie ether with an alkali, 
Dr. Graves recommends turpentine to be given. 

R—ol. terebenthi, . 
ol. ricini, 
Mist. acacie, 
Aq. cinnamon, aa, . . ‘ g iij. 

S. Teaspoonful every three hours. This acts on the bowels and 

produces a copious discharge of urine. 


Neuralgia.—A correspondent of the Lancet says: “A few 
years ago, when in China, I became acquainted with the fact of 


the natives, when suffering with facial neuralgia, using oil of pep- 
permint, which they lightly applied to the seat of pain with a 
camel hair-pencil. Since then, in my own practice, I frequently 
employ this oil as a local anzsthetic, not only in neuralgia, but 
also in gout with remarkable good results.” 


Intussusception treated by Injections of Warm Water.—Dr. 
Wm. Faulkner gives two cases (Med. and Surgical Reporter,) 
treated as above. THe places the patient upon an inclined plane, 
head down, and fills the lower bowels to distention with warm wa- 
ter. Both cases recovered. He suggests the employment of full 
hypodermic injections of morphine before using warm water. 


Syphilitie Uleers.—Prof. 8. D. Gross, in surgical “clinic re- 
marks,’’ (Med. and Surg. Reporter) says: ‘‘ Whenever you get 
these multiple sores, vesicular or pustular, occurring in the ex- 
tremitles, and particularly if they are obstinate and resist treat- 
ment, you may put them down as specific.” In such cases he 
gives the following: 

R—Potats. iodid. , : ‘ gr viij. 
Hydrarg. chler. cor. ° . gr 1-10 
Pulv. iodidi, . ' gr 1-10 M 

S. This is to be taken three times daily. Locally he treats 

these sores with dilute nitric acid, one part to five, every fourth 


day. 
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Antagonistic Powers of Opium and Belladonna.—Dr. John 
A. Little, Ohio, in a lengthy article (Med. and Surg. Reporter), 
gives many cases of his own and that of others, corroborative of 
the antagonism between opium and belladonna. He remarks: 
‘@Many other cases are on record, but these I believe to be suffi- 
cient to demonstrate conclusively the mutual antaganistic proper- 
ties of these two medicines. If this is true, it is a matter of im- 
portance that it should be fully appreciated by the profession.” 
‘There seems to be among the profession some degree of timidity 
in regard to the use of belladonna. It is apt to be looked upon 
not only as a very potent, but also as a very dangerous remedy. 
Compared with opium I believe it quite safe. The poisonous ef- 
fects of opium come on so insidiously, and their approach is so 
graduul, that they are often not detected until there is complete 
narcotism. It is not so with belladonna; the largely dilated pupil 
and the erythematous rash give warning in time.” ‘It must be 
constan‘ly borne in mini that poisonous doses of one must be met 
with equally poisonous doses of the other, to be successful. It is 
clearly proven that one whic) in ordinary circumstances would be 
poisonous, is not oniy innocent but salutary when there has been 
a poisonous dose of the other taken.” 


Hydrochlorate of Apomorphia in Rigid Os.—Dr. Milne gives 
a case of extremely rigid and unyielding os in which immediate 
relaxation was caused by one-fourth grain of apomorphia. This 
drug is an energetic and powerful emetic. 


Diarrhea of children.—Dr. C. C. Fuller says when the motions 
are of grass green color and slimy, one drop of the wine of ipecac, 
given every hour or less frequently, according to the symptoms, 
will usually result beneficially. When nausea and sickness of 
stomach is present, it furnishes an indication for the treatment. 


Ether in Nervous Flatulence.—Ether has been found by Sir 
Fred. Pollock to afford great relief in his own person when suffer- 
ing from gastric flatulence and painful spasms occurring after 
meals. It is inhaled from an ordinary bottle held to one nostril. 


Toothache.—Dr. N. N. Hays (Boston Journal of Chemistry), 
states that he has had remarkable success in relieving toothache 
and neuraigia pains of the gums and face by the following : 

ii —Chloroform, ‘ ‘ ‘ 3 ij. 
Tr. aconite rad. ; - . 3iss. M. 


For simple toothache, a pellet of cotton wet with the liquid and 
inserted in the cavity of the tooth is sufficient. For neuralgic 
pains paint the parts affected, and relief is afforded. Tincture of 
acunite must be used with care, as it is poisonous. 
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Purgatives in Skin Diseases—Dr McCall Anderson says: 
Purgatives or aperients are of service in at least one-fourth of all 
skin-diseases, at the outset at ieast, and many can be cured by 
the exclusive use of them. This is especially true of eczema, 
when associated with digestive disorders and constipation. If there 
be, however, great debility or ulceration, great caution is required 
in the use of purgatives. He uses the following formulz : 

R—Sulphate magnesia, ° ‘ 5 iij. 
Dilute sulph. acid, ‘ , = iss. 
Sulph iron, ‘ ‘ 3 iij. 
Simple syrup, ; ; 5 vj. 
Infus. quassia ad , . & xxiv. M. 

S. A table-spoonful in a good deal of water three times a day. 

Another very useful tonic’ aperient, especially if the bowels 
are easily moved, and if there are indications of nervous debility, 
is the following : 

—Phosphate soda, 
Dilute phosphoric acid, 
Syrup ginger, 
Infus. gentian comp. 
Distilled water, to : 
S. A tablespoonful in a large wineglassful of water three times 


aday. Shake the bottle before taking. 


Tea-Leaf Poultices for Burns.—Dr. W. H. Searles, in the 
Chicago Medical Examiner, recommends poultices of tea-leaves, 
moistened with hot water as preferable to all other remedies in the 
first stage of burns and scalds.—Med. Gazette. 


Curative effects of Pregnancy on Prolapsus Uteri.—M. Brachet 
relates some cases in proof of the fact that a cure of prolapsus 
uteri may not unfrequently be procured, if the patient fall preg- 
nant again and then be confined to her bed for a period not less 
than forty days after delivery. 


New Emmenagogue.—Dr. Prescott (Med. Gazette, N. Y.) men- 
tions a drug of great repute as an emmenagogue, which he had 
used with good success himself and had heard good accounts of 
from others. It was a Chinese drug called Tsa Tsin, Rhyncho- 
sus Excavata. The penalty for exporting it from China. was 
death. Dr. Williams, who was travelling in China, contrived to 
bring some away, and had used it in fifteen hundred cases in Hos- 
pital practice. 


Post Partum Hemorrhage.——Dr. Tyler Smith says, post-partum 
hemorrhage would be of seldom occurrence if ergot were given 
in full doses immediately and habitually at the moment of birth. 
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Secondary Syphilis. —Dr. S. R. Nissley, Pemberton, O., (Jour. 
Materia Medica,) has employed the following formula with uni- 
form success : 


Ri—-Hydrarg. chloridi corrosivi, ; 
Potass. iodidi, . 
Fld. ext. Taroxaci, : 5 2m 
* Stillingia comp. » < 
f, 
f, 
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«© Sarsaparill. 
Syrp. aurantii, ‘ 
S. Teaspoonful three times a day. 
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Intermittent Fever.—Dr. 8. C. Lacy, Pa., gives the following 
plan of treatment of intermittent fever (Jour. Materia Medica) : 
, —Gelseminum Fl’d. Ext. Liquor potass, arsen. aa, $i. 

S. Twenty drops three times a day. 

He says he has treated a large number of cases, and never 
knew a patient to have more than one chill after commencing the 
medicine. He continues the medicine for one week, omits flve 
days, then gives it two days, and omits five days again. This is 
done four weeks, at end of which time the medicine is discontinued, 
and patient cured. 


Diabetes.—Dr. F. 8. Tumer thinks the following formula (Jour. 
Materia Medica,) almost a specific in diabetes. He has used it for 
thirty years, treating one hundred and nine cases with only three 
failures. If his diagnosis has been correct, this is indeed “ almost 
a specific :” 

R—Syrup of Plaintin, . « & iv. 
” Yarrow (ach. mille) . Ziiiss. M. 

S. Four ounces once in four hours, to be continued for thirty 
days. Animal diet should be rigidly enforced, and bowels kept 
open by rhubarb. 


Convulsions caused by blows upon the Head.—Dr. Hart (New 
York Med. Gazette) reports a number of cases of convulsions oc- 
curring in children and adults after receiving blows upon the 
head with the treatment employed by him in such cases. The 
first case was a little child six months old, who received a severe 
blow upon the head. Three days afterwards it became feverish 
and restless, and shortly thereafter passed into convulsions. A 
physician was called in who gave some medicine, and applied 
blisters behind the ears. He found the child in a convulsion 
when he arrived. One leech was applied to the temple, and large 
doses of bromide of potassium given—about 18 grains in twenty 
four hours. No more convulsions occurred, and in 36 hours the 
child was well. Two other cases of children were given—leech- 
es were applied with prompt relief. 
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Corrective Influence of Bromide of Potassium over Opium.—Dr, 
J. M. DaCosta (Amer. Jour. Med. Sciences,) speaks highly of the 
great benefit derived by using bromide of potassium before giving 
opium in those patients, in whom the latter drug produce unpleas- 
ant after-effects. He gives several cases illustrative of its action, 
in this respect proving its great utility and happy results. The 
bromide does not destroy either the anodyne or the hypnotic ef- 
fects of the opiate: on the contrary, it rather heightens both, 
and more particularly the latter. He thinks the bromide acts 
best when given some hours before the opium, and forty to sixty 
grains—generally forty grains—prove sufficient. 


Cancrum Oris.—Dr. John Burton, Ind. recommends the fol- 
lowing for cancrum oris: 
R--Cupri sulphas, ‘ . ss. 
Pulv. cinchone, . ° i, 
Aque, . ea zi. M. 
S. Apply with camel-hair brush three times a day. Dr. Bur- 
ton has tried this for twenty years without failure. 


ss 


Sub-nitrate Bismuth in Cholera Infentum.—Dr. John Lesse- 
main (Med. and Surg. Reporter,) states that in the majority of 
cases of this disease, it has acted for him as much the part of a 
specific as quinine does in ague. Fora child two years old, he 
gives from four to eight grains every hour until the discharges are 
somewhat subdued, when the interval is lengthened. Occasional- 
ly it becomes necessary to give double that quantity. If there 
is much pain, he gives a twelfth or a tenth of a grain of opium 
with each dose. Milk and lime water are given in the interval. 
Externally counter-irritation is kept up by mustard to the epigas 
trium and extremities. 


Bromide of Iron in Involuntary Seminal Emissions and 
Spermatorrhea.—Dr. N. H. Norris, Beloit, Wisconsin, (North 
Western Medical and Surgical Journal), calls attention to the 
bromide of iron in these diseases, for which he has found it as 
much a specific as quinine is for intermittent fever. He gives 
from three to five grains rubbed up in a little simple syrup, to be 
taken one hour before or after meals, three times a day, and a 
sufficient amount at bed-time to procure good, refreshing sleep. 
Ten grains will usually accomplish this result, but he has given 
20 grains without injury. He thinks it of vast importance to have 
the patient sleep. Combined with the bromide of iron, he employs 
cold ablutions to the genitals, bathing the parts night aud morn- 
ing, together with moderate exercise. He thinks failure impos- 
sible, if the treatment is faithfully carried out. 
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Burns and Scalds..—Dr. A. H. Lamphead (Boston Journal of 
Chemistry,) gives two applications for burns, which, in his hands, 
have frequently afforded almost instant relief to pain and prevent- 
ing the separaton of the cuticle in cases where a blister seemed 
inevitable. The first is to envelope the injured part immediately 
with the pulp of the raw irish potato. The second is to apply lin- 
en cloths dipped in a mixture of sweet cream and sub nitrate of 
bismuth, in the proportion of one ounce of the latter to a pint of 
the former, repeated once in two or three hours. 

Chorea treated by ether spray to the Spine-—Dr. John Rose re- 
ports (Lancet) the case of an anemic girl, aged thirteen years, 
who had had rheumatism, but without heart affection, who was 
successfully treated by this means. The spray was applied to the 
spine, four or five moments each time, and after fifteen settings, a 
very marked improvement took place, followed by complete re- 
covery.—Medical News. 

Tron in miasmatie diseases.—Dr. 8. P. Crawford, of California, 
in an article in the Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery, ~ 
under the above caption, highly recommends the following formu- 
la for intermittent fever : 

—Sub. carb. iron, 
Sulph. quinine, ° : 
Simp. syrup, , ‘ , ‘vi. 

S. Teaspoonful three times a day. Some of his patients did 
not have a chill after taking the remedy. 


Granular Lids.—Dr. L. Tait says simple syrup, combined in 
some cases with other remedies, such as vinum opii or atropia, an- 
swers admirably. About three drachms of the best sugar to the 
ounce of water, filtered quite clean, forms a solution which does 
not deposit sugar. A little may be dropped into the eyes as often 
as they feel uneasy. 

Poultices.---In acute lumbago no method of treatment is so sure 
and speedy as poulticing. The severest cases are greatly benefit- 
ted in a few hours, and generally cured in one or, at most, two 
days. The poultices must be very hot, large enough to cover the 
whole loins or part affected, and thick enough to remain quite hot 
for half an hour, when they should be changed. Continue for 
three hours, or longer if relief is not obtained; and when discon- 
tinued the parts should be wiped perfectly dry, covered with flan- 
nel, and this again covered by oiled silk. Our author prefers poul- 
tices made of bread.---American Practitioner. 

Neuralgia accompanying Shingles.---Dr. McCall Anderson asserts 
that this form of neuralgia is best relieved by hypodermic injec- 
tion of morphia. 

22 
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Strychnia in the advance stages of Typhoid Fever.—Prof. N. 
S. Davis states (Chicago Medical Examiner,) that he knows of no 
remedy as direct and efficient for sustaining the nervous functions 
of animal and organic life as strychnia. In the advance stages 
of typhoid fever, when the muscular contractions of the heart be- 
come weak, and the sphincter mus@es give indications of relaxa- 
tion, he had for many years resorted to the use of strychnia with 
great advantage. He generally gives it in connection with nitric 
acid, and when the bowels are moving frequently, adds tr. opium; 

hi —Strychnie, ; ; ° . gr i, 
Nitric acid, ‘ : , Zi. 
Tinct. opii, . : ‘ ‘ 3 ij. 
Aque, ‘ ; : . Ziij. M. 

S. One teaspoonful every four hours, He also orders turpen- 
‘tine and Jaudanum emulsion to be given between. 

Carbolie Acid in Flavus and Crusta Lactea—Dr. F. K. Bailey 
recommends (Nashville Journal of Medicine and Sargery,) the 
following formula for these diseases: 

R—Hy posulphite Soda, F : Dj. 

Carbolie acid, ‘ grs Vv. 
Aque, : ' Zi. M. 
S. Use to eruptions three times a day. Should the stools be 


‘green and slimy, and bowels disordered, he gives the one-twentieth 
of a grain of proto-iod. mercury, morning and night. 

Chronie Rheumatism.—Prof. N. 8. Davis (Chicago Medical 
Examiner,) employs the following formula in chronic rheumatism : 


R—Vin. colch. sem. ; ‘ j 
Tinct. aconite rad. : ‘ 3 je 

5 

i 


- 
. 


s. 
Syrup and water, , ‘ Siss. M. 
S. Teaspoonful every four hours. In order to procure rest, if 
necessary, he gives fifteen grains of bromide of potassium at bed 
‘time. 


Staphisagria.—Two drachms of the bruised seeds of the staves- 
acre digested in one ounce of melted lard, and strained while hot, 
furnishes an ointment which is superior to all other applications for 
destroying lice.—[Dr. Ringer’s Therapeutics——American Prac- 
titioner. 


Bromide of Potassium in Nettle Rash.—Dr. McCall Anderson 
states that in genuine cases of urticaria perstans, recurring from 
day to day, and from week to week, when not dependant on dis- 
order of the digestive organs, and independent of local causes are 
frequently cured by bromide of potassium. 
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Tinet. stramonii, ‘ ; 
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Camphor.—When the mucous membrane of the nose, frontal 
sinuses, etc., is affected by catarrh, a strong solution of camphor 
frequently and for some hours snuffed up the nose, and five or six 
drops taken internally on a lump of sugar at first for every ten 
minutes, then every hour, will usually put a stop to the affection. 
Ordinary cold and even influenza, if treated in this manner at the 
very beginning of the attack, are generally controlled by the same 
treatment. 

Attacks of incessant sneezing and profuse running of the eyes 
and nose will generally yield to a strong solution of camphor dil- 
igently snuffed up the nose. In summer diarrhcea no remedy is 
so efficacious as camphor, if employed at the very commencement 
of the disease ; later it is without effect. Our author thinks its 
influence over cholera equally conspicuous, testifying to its almost 
magical effects in this disease. Dose: six drops of a strong al- 
coholic solution of camphor, given at first every ten minutes; af- 
terward, as the symptoms abate, less frequently.—Am. Prac. 


Aconite.—This is one of the most valuable drugs we possess. Its 
power over inflammation is little less than marvellous. In tonsilitis, 
catarrh of children, and acute sore-throat, especially if given the 
very moment the disease sets in, it generally relieves in from 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours. All the slighter forms of in- 
flammation may be equally well treated by aconite. The urgent 
dyspoena and fever of catarrhal croup are conspicuously under its 
control. Pnenmonia, pleurisy, and the graver inflammations may 
be considerably curtailed and made milder by aconite. The rem- 
edy should, if possible, be given at the very beginning of the 
disease. Every hour is of importance. The dose is half a drop 
or a drop of the tincture, given ina tea-spoonful of water, every 
ten minutes for two hours, and afterward every hour. If the tem- 
perature, as indicated by the thermometer be natural, the case is 
not one for aconite. In the secondary fever which sometimes 
follows on the exanthems, aconite is particularly eflicacious.—J6, 


Digitalis—In dilated heart, accompanied by feeble, frequent 
fluttering and irregular pulse, digitalis may be given with the 
confident expectation of relief. The irregularity of the pulse 
constitutes the most reliable indication for the use of the drug, 
Our author uses the infusion. One or two drachms of this taken 
twice or thrice a day is often of signal service in spermatorrhea, 
in the paroxysmal dyspnoea of bronchitis dependant upon palpi- 
tation of the heart, and in the palpitations and oppression of 


breathing witnessed in che subjects of dilatation, with hypertrophy. 
of the left ventricle —Jldzd. 
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Varicose Uleers.—Dr. Geo. D. Stanton highly extols (Med. and 
Surgical Reporter) a poultice made of the Dirca palustus—wicopy, 
leatherwood, rope-bark—for varicose ulcers. The inner bark is 
scraped off by a dull knife—a portion of this is made into a poul- 
tice, with boiling water, and applied to the ulcer and allowed to re. 
main twenty four hours and replaced every day. He uses also 
cit. ferri et quin. as a tonic, and opium to allay pain. 

Chloral in Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis—Dr. H. B. Robinson, 
Forkland, Greene county, Alabama, in an article furnished the 
Medical Gazette, says meningitis prevailed in his vicinity during 
the winter of 1864 and 1870, of a very fatal character. He used 
every method of treatment recommended by writers—antiphlo- 
gistics, mustard-baths, fly-blisters to extremities, quinine, ete. In 
a few cases used opium with better success than the preceding 
remedies. He also gave mercury, bromide of potassium and 
morphine. He found at a later period better results from the use 
of chloral, keeping the patient continuously under its influence. 
He remarks that were he now called to treat meningitis, he would 
go forth with less forebodings than heretofore, of the result. He 
would first endeavor to free the patient from pain as speedily as 
possible, by giving chloral and morphia to be continued until re- 
lief was had, at the same time giving the richest nourishment, 
leaving the inflamation to nature and time. We have before no~ 
ticed the value of chloral in this disease. Dr. D. W. Hammond, 
of Macon has used it successfully in one ease reported in the 
May number of this Journal. Chloral was suggested by the wri- 
ter (Jr. Ed.) two years ago as a remedy for the disease upon the- 
oretical grounds, 

Bromide of Iron in Tertiary Syphilis—Dr. N. A. Norris, 
(Northwestern Medical and Surgical Journal,) says: ‘In this 
disease it is fully equal to the iod. potass., and in my hands it has 
cured some where the iod. failed. It has been my practice for the 
past two years to alternate the iod. pot. with the brom. ferri, in 
the treatment of spyhilis in its thir’ stage.” 

Nitro-Muriatie Acid in Urticaria.-A. M. Lyles, M. D., of 
Early Grove, Mississippi, writes that he has found, for many 
years past, that ten drops of nitro-muriatic acid, in a wine-glass- 
ful of water, one hour before eating, is an almost unfailing remedy 
for urticaria. He has observed that the disease is attended by 
the generation in the alimentary tube of an excessive amount of 
acid, which the nitro-muriatic acid, given as above, corrects. 

Colocynth.—Two or three drops of the Prussian tincture on a 
lump of sugar, given three or four times a day, will usually re- 
lieve constipation.—-American Practitioner, 
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Chloral in Obstetrics.—Dr. 8. F. Starley, of Fairfield, Texas, 
(Am. Practitioner,) has for nearly twenty years used chloroform 
in parturition, but has now substituted chloral for it, finding it a 
valuable anesthetic, and in many respects greatly preferable to 
chloroform. He usually commences with 20 grains; in one or 
two hours, 15 to 20 grains again, and then enough to keep up the 
anesthetic effect. He has found it hignly valuable in puerperal 
convulsions. 


Spongio-Piline.—This is the name of an ingenious contrivance, 
recently introduced abroad, which may be used either as a poul- 
tice or as the means of fomentation. It consists of wool and 
small particles of sponge, apparently felted together and attached 
toa skin of india-rubber. It is about half an inch in thickness. 
It retains heat for a considerable time, and by means of vinegar, 
laudanum, camphor, hartshorn, ete., can be placed on, the skin, 
readily, and with greater cleanliness than by the use of ordinary 
poultices.—Boston Journal of Chemistry. 

Cure of Fistula in Ano without the Knife.—Dr. E. C. Huse, 
Rockford, Ill., gives (Medical Record) his method of treating fis- 
tula in ano. He uses the ordinary hypodermic syringe, with 
small silver canula, which readily takes the shape of the fistulous 
track, through which he -injects a saturated etherial tincture of 
iodine. He first explores the fistula with a very small probe (the 
ordinary probe being too large,) in order to determine its course 
and extent. The patient being then placed in a good light, the 
glass rectal speculum is introduced, with its fenestrum opposite 
the internal orifice of the fistula. The canula is bent to the re- 
quired curvature, and introduced, the syringe then screwed on 
and the surface thoroughly cleansed with tepid water. The fis- 
tula is then by pressure its entire length dried out. He then in- 
troduces in the speculum a quantity of carded cotton to absorb 
the excess of injection. The canula is re-inserted, and the injec- 
tion slowly made, while the canula is being gradually withdrawn, 
thus carrying the iodine to every part of the fistulous track. The 
operation is not painful and the patient need not be confined to 
his bed or room for even an hour. 


Hypodermie injection of morphia in cholera morbus and dys- 
entery.—Dr. Thomas J. Gallaher, Pittsburg, Penn., has employed 
morphia hypodermically with marked success in the above diseases. 
He gives (N. Y. Medical Journal,) a number of cases. In one 
case he injected the morphia on account of the abdominal pain, 
and was astonished to find that it relieved the vomiting and purg- 
ing as well. In subsequent cases he took advantage of the know- 
ledge thus obtained, and injected the morphia for all the symp- 
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toms, omitting all other remedies, even the mustard plaster so 
generally employed. The success was beyond anything hitherto 
observed by him. The diarrhoea and vomiting ceased at once, 
and in four out of five the pains and cramps also. During last 
summer he treated three cases of dysentery with complete suc- 
cess, the pain and tenesmus being instantly relieved. The cure is 
more rapid than by any other treatment. He uses only one or two 
injections (mostly but one) daily. He has also resorted to this 
method in semi-chronic forms of dysentery and diarrhcea with en- 
tire success. 

Dysentery treated by Ipecac.—Dr. MacCallum reports four cases 
of dysentery (Canada Med. Jour.) treated with large doses of ip- 
ecac. In every case the success of the treatment was most mark- 
ed and flattering. Twenty grains was the maximum dose given, 
and it always followed a dose of tr. opii gtt 15 given one hour 
before, and with express instructions that no more than a teaspoon- 
ful of fluid was to be given at a time; by this means the tendency 
to vomit was lessened. 


lodoform Ointment.—In the Boston City Hospital iodoform 
ointment, in connection with iodide of potassium, is extensively 
and successfully used in the treatment of syphilitic ulcers and 
rupia. Dr. Wm. Ingalls, attending surgeon, advocates this for- 
mula : 

R. —lodoformi, ‘ : , 3 ss. 
Spts. vini rect. . , , q. Ss. 
Adipis suitle, i : ay 3 vijss. M, 

Ascites successfully treated by oil of copabia.—Dr. Sieverking 
(London Lancet) in a case treated in St. Mary’s Hospital, gives 
the following history: The patient’s abdomen began to enlarge 
after an attack of diarrhea, with pain over the region of the 
spleen. Had intense pain, the abdomen being greatly distended, 
shiney and dull on percussion; superficial vein congested, and 
skin hot and dry ; tongue furred; pulse 94; urine scanty, high- 
colored but not albuminous. Mercurials, salines, with iodide pot- 
assium, iron and an occasional opiate, together with leeches, poul- 
tices and blisters, were tried, but the infusion increased, the abdo- 
omen measuring 89 inches round the umbilicus. He then 
ordered ten minims each oil copabia and liquor potasse, in an 
ounce of camphor mixture, three times a day. The patient 
improved, and under the iron and quinine miature, as a tonic, 
was discharged quite well after some weeks. 

Nux Vomica—In chronic catarrh of the stomach, one or two 


drops of the tincture of nux vomica, taken every one or two hours, 
will usually, in the space of a day or two, clean off the tongue, and 
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improve the appetite and digestion. In acute gastric catarrh, ac- 
companied by sick headache, a drop of the tincture in a tea-spoon- 
ful of water, taken every five or ten minutes for an hour or two, 
and then at longer intervals, often gives quick relief. Weight at 
the pit of the stomach, acidity, heartburn, and flatulence after 
food, to which are added heat and weight at the top of the head, 
can generally be at once removed by five drops of the tincture, 
taken fifteen minutes before eating. The heat and feeling of 
weight on the top of the head, when independent of gastric trou- 
ble, are almost invariably relieved by the same treatment. One 
or two drops of the tincture twice or three times a day is amply 
sufficient with most persons suffering from constipation to insure 
one comfortable motion. Where the constipation’ is due to too 
small a supply of bile, as shown by the pale color of the stools, 
nux vomica is insufllcient. The tincture, especially when com- 
bined with small quantities of laudanum, is particularly useful in 
the so-callod hysteria met with in middle-aged people.~Am. Prae. 

Lobelia.—-This medicine is better borne by children than by 
adults. Our author gives to children, two years old, with pertus« 
sis, the tincture in doses of ten minims every hour, and an ad- 
ditional dose each time the cough comes on. The remedy has the 
most remarkable power over the cough, but it is not certain that it 
diminishes the @uration of the disease.—ldzd. 

Cannabis Indica.---Dull throbbing pain of the head, situated 
over one brow, and around the eye, most generally of the right 
side, lasting from a few minutes to several hours, sometimes at- 
tacking the muscles at the back of the neck, and leaving the skin 
very sore and tender, will speedily yield to the tincture of Indian 
hemp, taken in doses of three drops every four hours.---Jbid. 

Diagnosis of pain, whether rheumatic or neuralgie.—Dr. J. M. 
Fothergill remarks that rheumatism is always accompanied by the 
presence of an acid both in the secretions and excretions. He 
prefers testing the saliva for acid rather than the urine—the for- 
mer in health being always alkaline during digestion. If, there- 
fore, litmus paper be reddened by it, decidedly, during digestion, we 
may say, almost surely, that it is caused by excess of acid, and 
therefore pain occurring under such circumstance, is due to rheu- 
matism. On the contrary, when the reaction is not acid, the 
complaint is essentially neuralgic, and a clue is at once furnished 
as to the proper treatment. Where there is decided acidity, re- 
lief is always afforded by alkalies. Growing children often have 
an acid condition of the system, due to uric acid (as well as stru- 
mous adults,) and in such cases potash acts as a virtual hematic 
and blood restorative. Potash is the remedy for anexcess of uric 
acid; soda is just as useful for an excess of lactic acid, 





PART iit. 
Correspondence, Hugenic and Miscellaneous. 


Seen 
OUR CAROLINA CORRESPONDENT. 

Drs. PoweLL & GoLpsMitH.—Grentlemen : I am well pleased 
—highly so-—with the MepicaL CoMPANION AND ADVISER. The 
March number is excellent, well arranged and well illustrated 
with creamy articles and high-principled editorials. You are on 
the right track ; you possess boldnessand strike fearlessly. That's 
what we need—able advocates and fearless ones. I have been a 
subscriber for your State journals in the past, and am glad to say 
that no medical journal ever published in Georgia has ever sur- 
passed it. In fact, it is far ahead of any before published on our 
soil in its scope and outspoken advocacy of truth, justice and 
right. Iam glad to know, also, that your arrangements are of 
such a character as to give it permenency. It is bound to be a 
success ; it meets the wants, precisely, of the practical and busy 
practitioner; itis a compendium; an “omniwm gathrum”’ of all 
good things made ready for the hands of the go-ahead, active 
doctor; one who has not time to cull and gather; one who wants 
this service done for him. This you heve accomplished better and 
more admirably than any other journal in my knowledge. I do 
not desire to flatter; I speak the truth when I say the formulas 
you give in any one number are worth the subscription price. I 
would not do without this feature of your journal, and no practi- 
tioner can afford to do without it, if he will peruse it. I am grat- 
ified to see your enterprise so highly spoken of abroad. In my 
recent number of that excellent journal, the Baltimore Medical 
Journal and Bulletin, I notice the following complimentary lan- 
guage. It is true, and reflects deserved credit upon that journal, 
showing a fraternal liberality and kindness of spirit which all 
Southern men must applaud and commend. It says: 

“The CoMPANION is well gotten up, and promises well. We 
wish all success to the new enterprise. It is simply shameful if 
the South will not liberally sustain and encourage its own medical 
periodicals. In their efforts to advance the professional interests, 
there is no solid reason why, with a little fostering care, they may 
not take front rank in the medical literature of the country.” 

As a Southern mangthis is my opinion. It would be “simply 
shameful’’---a reproach upon the profession of your State, if they 
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do not support your undertaking. If your journal should fail, 
the responsibility will faJl upon them. I venture the assertion 
that it will not fail on your part—any one can see that. If it 
should, then the profession will prove unworthy of having a true 
exponent of its principles, and of having a diligent, busy worker 
ever at hand to open up for them the best medical thoughts of the 
times. You could only fail—not in matter and vim—but in neg- 
lecting to place it before the profession. They must know it to 
appreciate it, and if they know it they will. You may not be able 
to put it in the hands of all without pecuniary loss. The profes- 
sion ought not to expect it. But, nevertheless, I beg ‘leave to 
suggest, to get your publisher to send them for several montks, to 
one, two or three hundred of the best medical gentlemen of the 
country—men who do appreciate good medical literature, and 
men who have zeal and energy in giving their influence to just 
such enterprises as yours. Let him appeal to them to lay it be- 
fore the profession, and to secure their subscriptions to it. I will 
be one who will pledge myself for ten. I feel its necessity. I - 
would not loose it for ten times the subscription price, and I be- 
lieve the profession would not lose it if they could only feel its 
great value end importance. 





May 28, 1871. 

Drs. Powrtt & GoLpsmiTH :—Gentlemen: I have received a 
printed circular fiom the Macon Medical Association containing a 
preamble and resolutions, condemning the course pursued by the 
majority at the last Georgia Medical Association, held at Amer- 
icus, Ga., April 12, 1871, and also a communication from the 
Georgia Medical Society in Savannah, asking the profession to 
unite with them in the adoption of suitable resolutions condemna- 
tory of the course pursued by the Georgia Medical Association at 
its late meeting. While I am prepared now to unite with these 
gentlemen in the manner suggested, having frequently conversed 
with some of the Trustees and a number of your citizens and phy- 
Sicians, upon the causes and character of the controversy, you 
would be surprised to learn how many of our very best medical 
men in the State, who know nothing of the real merits of the 
difficulty, and as they are now called upon to act upon 
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a matter which involves the professional character of every reg- 
ular physician in the State, I would suggest that a full history of 
this controversy be written and published by some of your gen- 
tlemen who are familiar with all the facts, and who can have ac- 
cess to the records. 

Much has been whispered by certain parties calculated to prej- 
udice those who know nothing of the merits of the controversy 
against all who have opposed the course pursued by the Faculty 
of the Atlanta Medical College and its present Board of Trustees. 
The truth must now be known. Too much is involved to conceal 
it any longer. The intelligent and respectable portion of the 
profession cannot afford to allow this personal feeling to control 
them in matters of such great importance, involving the honor of 
the profession. Justice to their private character require them to 
learn the truth and sustain it. Unless this is done the difficulty 
can never end—the breach will widen and widen, and we will 
all be involved in error, some in one kind and some in another, 
and none will be left to correct it. I, for one, am unwilling for 
this difficulty to terminate in that manner. I am for peace, but I 
am unwilling to sacrifice a single principle, or the character of the 
humblest brother to secure its promise, for it could be but a fraud 
under such circumstances. If our brethren in Augusta, Savannah 


and Macon, are right, they must be sustained, and if wrong, they 
must be condemned. If error is to prevail over truth, how long 


would you be able to find men to vindicate the truth. Who would 
be willing to join a medical society or accept a chair in a med- 
ical college, if he had no security of being protected in right, and 
when so declared, who could respect an institution controlled by 
a Board of Trustees who would allow anything but truth and jus- 
tice to control their action. . . . . 

IT am aware that some of your gentlemen have had some per- 
sonal feelings and personal difficulties, but that cannot affect either 
way the question that has been presented to the Georgia Medical 
Association. If there is a personal controversy going on between 
the Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College, the Atlanta Academy 


of Medicine, the Fulton County Medical Society or members of 
the same, or members of the Georgia Medical Association, I agree 
with Dr. Logan, it should not be introduced into the Georgia Med- 
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ical Association. The amendment to the charter of the Atlanta 
Medical College may have been conceived in personal feeling. It 
may have been passed through the Legislature without the know- 
ledge and consent of the Trustees, for the purpose of carrying 
into effect some personal feelings. The opposition to it on the 
part of some of the Faculty may have been from personal feeling. 
The old Board of Trustees may have rejected it on account of 
some personal feeling. The Fulton County Medical Society may 
have appointed a Committee to report these facts to the Georgia 
Medical Association on account of some personal feeling. These 
are questions that should not be brought before the Association. 
The question for that body to consider is wasthe amendment proper. 
Did those who opposed it do wrong? Did the old Board of Trus- 
tees do right in rejecting it? Could they do otherwise, and do 
their duty to the State and the profession. Some of the members 
of the Georgia Medical Association, at its session held in Augusta 
in 1868, may have voted to repudiate the Atlanta Medical College 
and its students from personal feeling. The celebrated memorial 
written and presented to the Legistature of Georgia in which they 
say “that the action of this meeting held in Augusta, which re- 
pudiated the Atlanta Medical College as a regular institution, had 
an utter absence of all the elements of truth.” ‘That that session 
of the Associetion was not the regular meeting, but one of phy- 
sicians assuming to represent the medical prefession of the State, 
and that it was made up almost entirely of an Atlanta clique, and 
of members of rival schools,” ete. etc. may have been written from 
personal feelings. And some of the delegates who were at the 
Association held in Savannah, may have voted for the preamble 
and resolutions declaring that every insinuation made against the 
session of the Georgia Medical Association in the celebrated me- 
morial by the Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College to be false, 
may have had strong personal feeling. ae Te * 
Some of the gentlemen who were present in Macon in 1870, 
and voted for the resolution expelling the Faculty of the Atlanta 
Medical College, may have had some personal feeling. Dr. Logan 
and his party at the late meeting held at Americus, April 12, 1871, 
may have offered and voted ~ his capunging resolution from per- 
sonal feeling. 7 * ” ” 
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It is immaterial with the profession whether there was or was 
not any personal feeling in these various actions of the Georgia 
Medical Association. The questions for the profession are: Was 
the action in Augusta just? Are the charges made in the memo- 
rial by the Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College true or false ? 
Was the Association, in 1869, justifiable in pronouncing “ every 
part and insinuation contained in the charge against the session 
held in Augusta in 1868 false—knowingly false.” Under all the 
circumstances, could the Association held in Macon in 1870, have 
done less than expel the offending party? The Macon Medical 


Association, in their resolutions, passed recently in relation to the 
late action of the Georgia Medical Association, held at Americus, 
Ga., say they could not have done less. Knowing all the facts 
as I do, I cannot see how less could have been done without 
stultifying the Association and disgracing the profession—hence I 
hope every medical man in the State will be furnished with a full 
history of the whole controversy. A great principle is involved, 
which must be maintained, or the honor and dignity of the pro- 
fession sacrificed. 





THE MORTALITY OF INFANCY. 


The great mortality among infants, especially in our large cities, 
ought to attract more attention than it reccives—not from the 
medical profession alone, but from the philanthropic public 
generally. Does not this mortality result in part from causes 
which may be removed, at least to some extent, is a question to be 
considered, not only by the medical man, but the political econo- 
mist. The mortality among infants is much greater in the cities 
than in the country, and very much greater among the poor than 
among the wealthy, It is well known, also, that the mortality 
among the infants of our colored population, is far greater since 
the emancipation than before. These facts prove, if proof were 
needed, that this mortality is caused to a great extent by want, 
bad air. ignorance, and the vices attendant upon poverty. These 
bad influences can to some extent be removed. 
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Those parts of the city where the poor are crowded together, 
ought to be kept as cleanly, the sewerage should be as thorough, 
the water supply as abundant, as in the more wealthy parts of 
the city, albeit the taxes accruing therefrom are not so great. 

Economy itself dictates this. The poor are a burden upon the 
rich. This burden might be greatly lessened by a policy having 
for its object the prevention of suffering, as well as the relief 
thereof. We respectfully suggest that if benevolent societies 
would build substantial, well-ventillated houses, and rent them at 
low rates, or even charge no rent, reserving and thoroughly exer- 
cising the right of inspection as tocleanliness, the burden upon the 
charitable would be lessened, and the amount of suffering greatly 
diminished. 

The infant has a struggle for life in this rough world at best, 
but when the mother, during gestation, is suffering for the very 
necessaries of life, her mind constantly harassed by the one absorb- 
ing question, ‘ what shall I eat and wherewithal shall I be clothed” 
living in filth, not even breathing the pure, fresh air of Heaven, 
but a poisonous atmosphere, freiguted with disease and death, it is 
not surprising that the child comes into the world illy prepared for 
life’s battle, even if placed immediately after birth under the best 
influence. But subject to the same circumstances which surround 
the mother—subjected to the mismanagements and imprudencies 
incident to ignorance, and dependant for nourishment upon a 
mother, whose physical condition renders it impossible for her to 
furnish nutriment of proper character or in sufficient amount ; the 
child soon sickens and dies, or if it lives, drags out a miserable 
existence, the constant prey to suffering and disease. 

But it is not the child of want only who suffers from insufflcien- 
cy of food. Whether or not it is one of the unavoidable results 
incident to civilization, it seems to be a fact indisputably true that 
modern mothers have not the same development of the lacteal or- 
gan possessed by the mothers of old. Neither is it the soft flabby 
breast alone that we find this defect, but it often exists where the 
organ is apparently well-developed. It has been estimated that 
not more than one-half of the mothers of the present day afford 
milk enough for their offspring. In very many cases this is not 
appreciated. The child becomes emaciated, is fretful and sleep- 
less, suffers from colic, etc., etc. Medicine is given—stimulants 
and anodynes, while the cause of the whole trouble is starvation. 
This is very frequently the case, also, when the infantis fed by 
hand, for we believe the amount of food required by an infant is 
much greater than is generally supposed. In very many cases, 
their food is poured into their mouths from a spoon with difficulty, 
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and in small quantity. ‘ Babies’ food” compounds, frequently of 
doubtful utility, at least if milk is used; it is a very little milk 
with a great deal of water. In such cases the bottle should be 
always used and the milk should be, by proper modification, made 
to resemble as nearly as possible the mother’s milk. We agree with 
Dr. W. M. Welch, who says in an article in the Med. Times, that 
“by referring to a table of analyses of milk, we see in asses’ 
milk the closest resemblance; but as this can rarely be procured, 
cows’ milk, on account of the facility with which it can always be 
obtained, is the one to which recourse is usually had. It is impor- 
tant, tuo, that the milk should be taken from a healthy cow, at 
liberty to feed and graze at pleasure, (not stall-fed), and, if pos- 
sible, always from the same animal; because, as Dr. Dewees re- 
marks, “ different cows feeding upon the same materials often give 
different qualities of milk, and the stomach very generally be- 
comes reconciled more easily to any one certain quality than to a 
mixture.” 

The milk of the cow, being intended to meet the wants of a 
strong and vigorous animal, cannot be rationally administered to 
@ young and delicate infant, of much feebler digestive powers, 
without first undergoing some modification. 

The difference between human milk and cows’ milk, as ascertain- 
ed by analysis, is as follows: Human milk contains casein, 32, 
sugar, 36, butter 29; cows’ milk, casein, 63, sugar 28, butter 40. 
It will be seen trom this that if cows’ milk be reduced one half, 
the casein will be about the same as in human milk, the butter 
slightly less, and the sugar only one-third of what it should be. 
In adapting it, therefore, to an infant, the first six or eight weeks 
itshould be diluted with equal parts of water, have added a little 
sweet cream, and must be sweetened by adding to each six ounces 
of the mixture about one-half teaspoonful of sugar of milk, or 
lump sugar ; the ordinary brown sugar should never be used, as it 
contains material which will more readily decompose and give rise 
to fermentation. After six or eight weeks the dilution need not 
be so great; one-third water will probably be sufficient. After 
three or four months the quantity of water may be still further 
reduced, say one-fourth water to three-fourths milk. And after 
six months the milk may be given undiluted. During all this 
time the quantity of sugar and cream should remain the same. 
Any change in the dilution of the milk must be made with great 
care; for we must recollect that we can at the best but poorly im- 
itate Nature in her increase of the casein in proportion to the 
growing wants of the child. 

The rule which I have given will not apply to the milk which is 
served from door to door in large cities. Indeed, no rule will ap- 
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ply to such milk, for it is always of uncertain quality. Each case 
must determine for itself the degree of dilution, if any, and the 
mode of preparation. 

The intervals of feeding should be regular, and the quantity 
given should also be carefully regulated. For the first two or 
three weeks, three or four fluid ounces every two or three hours 
will, generally speaking, be sufficient. As the child grows older, 
this quantity must be gradually increased. At this rate it will be 
seen that the child is getting in twenty-four hours at least a pint 
of pure cow’s milk, which ought to be sufficient, if properly di- 
gested, to meet its wants at this early age. 

The mode of administering the milk is also important. It should 
always be given in imitation of Nature’s way, by sucking. A 
child will almost always instinctively suck from its earliest age. 
By this means it swallows the milk very gradually, and is, there- 
fore, less apt to overload its stomach. The first show of indiffer- 
ence on its part is a sure sign that it has enough, and it should 
never be pressed to continue. When it has finished its meal, the 
bottle should be at once removed; for if permitted to suck at an 
empty bottle it will swallow air, which will give rise to colic pains. 
If any milk remains in the bottle, it should be at once emptied out, 
and not kept for a subsequent feeding, as it is liable to undergo 
fermentation. The bottle and all parts connected with it should 
then be well cleansed, and placed in water until required again. 
If perfect cleanliness be not scrupulously observed, the bottle will 
soon smell sour, showing that some milk has been left to ferment. 
Fresh milk added while this remains will turn sour ina very short » 
time. The sugar and water should not be added until the meal is 
required. The mixture should then be gradually raised toa tem- 
perature of 95 to 98 degrees. Should any tendency to acidity be 
observed in the milk, it should be rejected forthwith. No attempt 
at its supposed restoration should be made, by the addition of su- 
gar or other agents, as these will eventually but increase the evil. 

These precautions may seem minute, and, to some unnecessary ; 
but their importance cannot be overestimated. In proportion as 
they are deviated from, the risks to the child’s life increase. They 
may also involve some little care on the part of the mother, whose 
duty it should be to supervise the preparation of the food; but 
she will be abundantly compensated for her trouble by securing 
what is most to be desired, her child’s life and health. 


The farinaceous articles are highly improper as food for very 


young infants, for three reasons,—viz. : 
1. Because of their inability to digest them. The conversion 


of tarsch into glucose, or grape sugar, is begun by the saliva and 
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completed ty the intestinal juices. Now, the saliva is not secreted 
in the infant before the fourth month, nor does the intestinal juice 
of a very young infant seem to have the power of convertin 
starch into grape sugar, as would appear from the fact that in post 
mortem examinations of children who during their lifetime had 
been largely fed on farinaceous articles, a starchy film has been 
found lining the intestines, which yielded the charaateristic blue 
color to the iodine test. 

2. They do not contain the four classes of food in the propor- 
tion required for healthy nutrition,—viz: albumen, fatty substan- 
ces, carbo-hydrates, and salts ; all of which are contained in milk, 
in the form of casein, butter, sugar and salts. 

3. Supposing them to be digested, starches, and sugars into 
which starches are converted, have a greater affinity for oxygen 
than the albuminates have; they therefore tend to appropriate the 
oxygen which is required to combine with the waste tissues in or- 
der to effect their elimination, and they thus impede the proper 
nutritional changes; or, in other words, they are heat-giving rath- 
er than tissue-making materials. 

While we regard the milk of an animal as the best substitute 
which can be furnished to a child in lieu of its mother’s milk, it 
must not be forgotten that it can serve at the best only as a sub- 
stitute, for it is not, and cannot be made, identical. It would seem, 
‘as every variety is composed of the same constituents, only vary- 
ing in their relative proportions, to be an easy matter to balance 
these differences and thus make them identical. But it is not so. 
These constituents have different properties. Take, for instance, 
human milk and the milk of the cow. Examine their chief nu- 
tritive constituent—casein. It will be found, if rennet be added 
to human milk, that its casein will coagulate into light loose clots, 
formed by the aggregation of little flocculi, which offer no imped- 
iment to the feeble digestive powers of the infant, on account of 
being the most easily digested of all known articles. On the other 
hand, add rennet to cow’s milk, and its casein will coagulate into 
heavy compact lumps. The same thing takes place within the 
child’s stomach, as may be seen by observing the milk vomited 
shortly after feeding. We have seen these lumps so large and 
tough as almost to choke the child when in the act of vomiting 
them, and have even found it necessary to assist in their removal 
from its mouth and fauces. They also may frequently be found 
in its passages, and even in a large and compact mass in its stom- 
ach after death. 

This heavy, dense clot, then, of cow’s milk, is more difficult of 
digestion, and taxes the feeble digestive powers of the young 
infant to their utmost, which even then are often unequal to the 
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task, permitting some of the casein to remain undigested, which, 
if not thrown off by vomiting, will speedily undergo fermentation, 
and give rise to acidity and diarrhea, and, if the error of diet be 
continued, may lead to more serious results, : 

It must .be remembered that it is not that which is taken into 
the stomach that nourishes, but only that which is-digested. Many 
a mother or nurse, ignorant of this fact, seeing that her child ar- 
tificially fed does not grow properly, or it may be, is losing its 
plumpness, will, therefore, infer that something more solid is re- 
quired. With this view she resorts to one or more of the many 
vile farina¢eous compounds prepared and sold in shops under the 
name of ‘food for infants.” But, alas for the poor victim of 
misdirected sympathies! this but adds distress to its discomfort, 
which if the error of diet be not corrected, will continue to increase. 
until some kind disease intervenes. to relieve it of its suffering. 

Rather let mothers and nurses be taught that digestion is es- 
sential to developmeht, and that without it a child may actually: 
starve on the fullest diet. The simple introduction into its ali- 
mentary canal'of large quantities of ferinaceous and gaseous ma- 
terial is not necessarily followed by a corresponding increase of 
developement. In all cases in which the food of an infant is said 
to be insufficient, the stools ‘should be carefully examined, and if 
there be found in them the hard whitish or cheesy lumps, so.char- 
acteristic of coagulated casein, it will be strong evidence that too 
much rather than too little is being given. 

It is probably true that, in spite of all possible precaution, some 
infants will now and then be found with whom cow’s milk will not 
agree. But before making any. change, we should satisfy our- 
selves that it is the milk which is at fault, and not its mode of 
preparation. — ; ' . lid. 

Cow’s milk may be be rendered more digestible by the addition 
of some alkali; lime-water is perhaps preferable. As lime-water 
contains only about one-half ofa grain of lime to the ounce of 
water, it may be largely used in the dilution of the milk. This. 
will in a great measure prevent the formation of those firm coagula 
of casein so difficult for the infant to digest. 

It may not be uninteresting to pass in review some of the inev-- 
itable evils which follow the administration of improper food to in- 
fants. Irritation of the digestive organs will necessarily. follow, 
Vomiting ‘is ‘speedily ‘excited and the food rejected. This hint. 
which Nature gives is too often disregarded by those to whose 
charge they are committed, Food of the same kind is given again: 
and again, and soon the stomach loses in a measure its excitability, 
permitting a part or the whole of it to-pass through undigested.. 
The intestines then become irritated, and in their effort to get rid 

23 
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of. these undigested matters, diarrhoea is excited, The evacuations 
are often horribly offensive—due to the decomposition or putrefac- 
tion which these matters have undergone. Such an infant would 
necessarily be expected’ to lose both flesh and strength ;; for, be- 
sides the, weakness resulting from imperfect nutrition, there is the 
additional cause of debility from the repeated attacks of vomiting 
and purging, until soon its digestive powers are rendered so feeble 
that it is less than ever able to obtain any nourishment, from the 
diet with which it is furnished. A child thus erroneously fed of- 
ten has a voracious appetite, which should be interpreted to mean 
that the ultimate structures of its economy are not satisfied. The 
quantity of food that it will sometimes swallow is enormous, and 
it is a matter of surprise to its attendants that, in spite of all this, 
wasting continues. It becomes peevish, fretful and irritable ; 
when awake, it will cry almost incessantly from hunger, and then 
again from abdominal pains; and, to add to its suffering, it is also 
frequently attacked with obstinate cutaneous eruptions. That af- 
fection of the mouth known as thrush is exceedingly common, and 
when it occurs ‘n an infant greatly reduced by a long course of 
improper feeding, betokens a condition of the digestive organs not 
at all favorable to the ready digestion and assimilation of food. 
If an infant of this description, with all power of endurance starv- 
ed out of: him, be overtaken by almost any acute disease, he. will 
fall a ready victim to that which would be but a trivial ailment 
for a healthy child. Or if he escapes death from this cause, and 
continues to have supplied to him food which he cannot digest, 
the result will be the same, only a little longer deferred, as if all 
food were withheld. He will die of inanition. Or, if able to di- 
gest only a part of what is furnished him, his life may linger on, 
extreme emaciation attends him, his face bears the expression of 
age, his belly grows large, tubercles may or, may not become de- 
veloped, and finally, skin and bones, he sinks and dies. | A certifi- 
cate is given of death frommarasmus. Or, if the infant be inju- 
diciously fed from his very bitth, his miserable existence will be 
brought to a more speedy. end, for such an infant rarely lives long- 
er than three months. He will become so weakened by the vom- 
iting and diarrhoea ensuing upon a bad state of nutrition, as to 
be vnable to make sufficient inspiratory effort to fill, his lungs, and 
will die of sheer ‘debility. Or, again, if he be overtaken by the 
warm weather of the summer season, cholera infantum will almost 
certainly end his existence. 

It ould be well were the evils of improper feeding confined 
alone to that class of unfortunate beings that are by necessity de- 
prived of the breast. 

Many an infant, with a full fountain of milk from which to draw 
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its supply, is needlessly and wantonly stuffed with articles of food 
not only useless, but positively hurtful, through some mistaken 
notion or capricious longing for a fat baby on the part of its moth- 
er or nurse. It is not uncommon to see children at six months, 
and at times much younger, taken to the table with the family, 
and fed upon a promiscuous diet. This is a fruitful cause of di- 
arrhoea, convulsions, and a great variety of other diseases among 
children. 

By way of conclusion I would add, that as small things portend 
the danger in the artificial feeding of infants, so do small things 
go far towards warding it off. A word of advice in time will have 
the effect of staying death from many a home.—[From an Arti- 
cle in Med. Times, by W. M. Welch, M. D. 





ANALysis oF Harr Tonics anD RestoratTives.—The following 
are the results obtained by Prof. C. F. Chandler, from the analy- 
sis of fifteen so-called hair tonics and restoratives. 

Grains of Lead in 
one fluid ounce. 

Clark’s distilled Restorative for the Hair, . 0 11 

Chevalier’s Life for the Hair, : 

Circassian Hair Rejuvenator 

Ayer’s Hair Vigor, ‘ 

Wood’s Hair Restorative, wilt “te 

O’Brien’s Hair Restorative of America, 

Gray’s celebrbted Hair Restorative 

Phalon’s Vitalia, ‘ 

Ring’s Vegetable Ambrosia, , i 

Mrs. 8. A. Allen’s World Hair Restorer, 

L. Knittels’ Indian Hair Tonique, 

Hall’s Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewer, . 

Tebbbetts’ Physiological Hair Regenerator, 

Martha Washington Hair Restorative, 

Singer’s Hair Restorative, 
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of. these undigested matters, diarrhcea is excited. The evacuations 
are often horribly offensive—due to the decomposition or putrefac- 
tion which these matters have undergone. Such an infant would 
necessarily be expected to lose both flesh and strength ;. for, be- 
sides the weakness resulting from imperfect nutrition, there is the 
additional cause of debility from the repeated attacks of vomiting 
and purging, until soon its digestive powers are rendered so feeble 
that it is less than ever able to obtain any nourishment, from the 
diet with which it is furnished. A child thus erroneously fed of- 
ten has a voracious appetite, which should be interpreted to mean 
that the ultimate structures of its economy are not satisfied. The 
quantity of food that it will sometimes swallow is enormous, and 
it is a matter of surprise to its attendants that, in spite of all this, 
wasting continues. It becomes peevish, fretful and irritable ; 
when awake, it will cry almost incessantly from hunger, and then 
again from abdominal pains; and, to add to its suffering, it is also 
frequently attacked with obstinate cutaneous eruptions. That af- 
fection of the mouth known as thrush is exceedingly common, and 
when it occurs ‘n an infant greatly reduced by a long course of 
improper feeding, betokens a condition of the digestive organs not 
at all favorable to the ready digestion and assimilation of food. 
If an infant of this description, with all power of endurance starv- 
ed out of: him, be overtaken by almost any acute disease, he. will 
fall a ready victim to that which would be but a trivial ailment 
for a healthy child. Or if he escapes death from this cause, and 
continues to have supplied to him food which he cannot digest, 
the result will be the same, only a little longer deferred, as if all 
food were withheld. He will die of inanition. Or, if able to di- 
gest only a part of what is furnished him, his life may linger on, 
extreme emaciation attends him, his face bears the expression of 
age, his belly grows large, tubercles may or, may not become de- 
veloped, and finally, skin and bones, he sinks anddies. A certifi- 
cate is given of death frommarasmus. Or, if the infant be inju- 
diciously fed from his very bitth, his miserable existence will be 
brought to a more speedy. end, for such an infant rarely lives long- 
er than three months. He will become so weakened by the vom- 
iting and diarrhoea ensuing upon a bad state of nutrition, as to 
be vnable to make sufficient inspiratory effort to fill, his lungs, and 
will die of sheer ‘debility. Or, again, if he be overtaken by the 
warm weather of the summer season, cholera infantum will almost 
certainly end his existence. 

It ~ould be well were the evils of improper feeding confined 
alone to that class of unfortunate beings that are by necessity de- 
prived of the breast. 

Many an infant, with a full fountain of milk from which to draw 
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its supply, is needlessly and wantonly stuffed with articles of food 
not only useless, but positively hurtful, through some mistaken 
notion or capricious longing for a fat baby on the part of its moth- 
er or nurse. It is not uncommon to see children at six months, 
and at times much younger, taken to the table with the family, 
and fed upon a promiscuous diet. This is a fruitful cause of di- 
arrhcea, convulsions, and a great variety of other diseases among 
children. 

By way of conclusion I would add, that as small things portend 
the danger in the artificial feeding of infants, so do small things 
go far towards warding it off, A word of advice in time will have 
the effect of staying death from many a home.—[From an Arti- 
cle in Med, Times, by W. M. Welch, M. D. 





ANALysis oF Harr Tonics AnD RestoraTIves.—The following 
are the results obtained by Prof. C. F. Chandler, from the analy- 
sis of fifteen so-called hair tonics and restoratives. 
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PART IV. 
Editorials, Hebiews, Stems aud Hews. 
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GEORGIA MEDICAL SOCIETY OF SAVANNAH. 


We have been furnished a pamphlet containing the report of 
the delegates of the Georgia Medical Society, and the report of 
its Committee thereon, in reference to the late action of the Geor- 
gia Medical Association held at Americus, in ‘summarily rescind- 
ing’’ the action of the Association in regard to the Atlanta Medi- 
cal College, and a portion of its old Faculty, at its annual meetings 
held at Augusta, 1868, Savannah, 1869, and Macon 1870. 

No unprejudiced mind, in reading this pamphlet, can come to 
any other conclusion than that it is a faithful, impartial history of 
the unfortunate controversy between the Georgia Medical Associa- 
tion and the Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College, from the 
time of its introduction into that body. Not one word or sentence 
in the entire twenty-four pages, can be found, to wound or mortify 
the old Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College, aside from the 
faithful record it makes af the controversy. This feature should 
commend the action of our professional brethren of Savannah to 
the attentive consideration of the profession of the State, The 
contrast in tone and kindly language between.this Report and 
that of the ‘celebrated memorial” is worthy of comment, and 
furnishes the best evidence of the pure and honorable motives and 
actions of the old members of the Association in their efforts to 
give dignity to the body and to uphold the honor and integrity of 
the profession. Truth never asks the assistance of slander and 
vituperation in order that it may triumph. It never appeals to 
personalities to fortify itself. But with quiet dignity, knowing 
its great power and certain triumph, it points to facts. This is 
what the Georgia Medical Society has done, and in such a man 
ner as will convince even the enemies of truth that their cause is 
just and “ will prevail.” 
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®These remarks are applicable to the members of the Macon 
Medical Association and all other members of the Georgia Med- 
ical Association, who have been of necessity, and not of choice, 
compelled to take issue with, and pass sentenee upon, the “ acts 
and doings” of the old Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College. 
So long as the Faculty persisted in its chosen course in defiance 
of medical law, and in casting reproach upon the integrity and 
honor of every old member of the Association, no other course 
of action was left them, however painful the measure, than to 
pass sentence against it by the severest penalty known to the code 
—that of expulsion. 

The only “ animus”’ pervading the profession against the Atlan- 
ta Medical College is that of profound regret that the acts of its 
Faculty should have made it necessary for the Association to have 
taken action against it. It is well known that the difficulty in its 
inception was one entirely independent of the seeking or desiye of 
the professional men of this city, or of the State—one with which 
they had nothing to do, and for which they can never, in the 
slightest degree, be held responsible. If a portion of the Faculty, 
ip the face of the plainest teaching of medical law and the usages 
of all medical schools claiming to be regular, should, at their own 
option, procure an illegal and unprofessional amendment to the 
charter, then they, and not the profession, are solely responsible 
for the “‘ sowing of the seed,” and the harvest of difficulties with 
which they have strewn their path. If this Faculty should assert 
the right to carry on the institution independent of its Board of 
Trustees, and ‘seek by legislation to take an institution belonging 
to the people of the State out of the hands of their legal repre- 
sentatives and place it in the hands of a few professors for their 
own emolument and professional advaneement—then the fault— 
the sin, if you please—was not that of the Board of Trustees in 
their worthy efforts to protect the rights of the people, but of the 
Faculty seeking thus to usurp powers never delegated to them. 

And if the Fulton County Medical Society, viewing the whole 
ground, aud appreciating the noble and manly fight for the inter- 
ests of the people and the profession, should, as honorable profes- 


sional gentlemen, sympathize both with the people and a Board of 
Trustees so nobly defending the interests and honor of both, de- 
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termine to sustain thc:2 gentlemen and protect the integrity of 
the profession by appointing a Committee to carry the matter be- 
fore the Georgia Medical Association for adjustment and adjudica- 
tion, whose fault was it? Clearly that of the refractory and re- 
bellious portion of the Faculty of the College, who were seeking 
to override law, and the guardians of the same; to bring reproach 
upon the profession, and to lift themselves into power over the 
heads of its Board of Trustees and the profession of the State. And 
if they have employed means to carry out these illegal and un- 
professional acts, which have brought just reproach upon them- 
selves and their institution, who is to blame for that save the gen- 
tlemen themselves. 

Can the profession or any member of it compromise with error 
by ignoring the truth, when such compromise will end in the over- 
throw and subversion of every principle upon which medical law is 
founded? There is but one course left the true, manly supporter 
of principle—that is, to firmly plant himself upon the truth—the 
whole truth—and never yield an inch to the intrigues and machi- 
nations of the supporters of error in the vain hope of combining 
and mingling in union two antagonistic principles, as an emollient 
to wounded pride, or the softening of unprofessional hate. 

In this connection we call attention to a letter published in an- 
other place. The sentiments and advice given the profession in 
this letter, we fully and heartily endorse. We agree with the au- 
thor when he so emphatically asserts that ‘the truth must now be 
known.” ‘This can alone effect a just and final settlement of the 
issues involved in the controversy, and the truth can alone point 
the profession to the pathway by which its honor shall be pre- 
served, and full justice done those who are supporters or violators 
of medical law. He truly states the conclusion of the whole mat- 
ter by saying, ‘unless this is done the breach will be widened, 
and we will all be involved in error—some in one kind, and some 


in another, and none will be left to correct it.’ In this way, our 
friend truly describes the fatal issue of those who would seek to 
cover up and gloss over the errors of the guilty by half-way meas- 
ures under the pretentious idea of a so-called, compromise. We 
are glad to know that our friend is “for peace” yet is “ unwilling 
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for this difficulty to terminate’’ in any other manner than upon 
the principle of truth and justice. Like him, we are unwilling. to 
sacrifice a “single. principle, or the character of the humblest 
brother,” to secure “a compromise”’ at the cost of the true princi- 
ples which govern, and by ‘its power, throws an egis over the 
honor and integrity of the profession. 


Unless principle is to control, the time is near at hand when 
truth will find. no advocate to uphold it, and error no opposer to 
condemn it. Truth must be made honorable—so honorable that 
error will succumb to its power, and be established upon its ruins. 

Our correspondent has alluded to some difficulties which we ad- 
mit. When personal difficulties arise in which no professional con- 
duct or ethical violation, is involved, the profession should not and 
ought not, to take cognizance of it, but-when personal difficulties 
grow out of acts, or anything that affect the proféssion/or any 
individual member of it, in which the interests of the profession 
are directly involved, then. it becomes the duty of the profession 
to investigate, and settle it, just as was done in the ‘case of Dr. 
Ramsey many years ago. In this instance, only a few members 
of the Association were affected by his conduct ; nevertheless, the 
Association, in view of the insults and slanders heaped upon only 
a few of its members, in order to vindicate the character of the 
gentlemen assailed, investigated the matter, and as the result of 
that investigation, Dr. Ramsey was expelled. Unless this prin- 
ciple is established—unless men are to be supported and, if neces- 
sary, honored, when they advocate the truth, what benefit can ac- 
crue to them by a connection with organizations? Shall organiza- 
tion be, made an engine of oppression, by apologising for the er: 
rors of those who defy its power, compromising its members, and 
the principles upon which its integrity rests? Shall this be done 
that error may be made respectable, while the truth, and its ad- 
vocates and defenders are to suffer martyrdom? ‘Then it is better 
to be in error, and for the first time in the history of the world 
the old maxim will be reversed, and made to read, “wrong has its 


rewards,” and not “ virtue.” 


So far as we are concerned, we intend to abide the truth—we 


will:never sacrifice it to accommodate error. No sincere lover of 
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truth can, or would, consent to ask an honorable man-to yield up 
even a portion of the truth that thereby error may be. met half 
way and made honorable at the expense of principle. If the old 
members of ithe Association have done wrong, let them manly 
confess the truth and, apologize for it. If,on the contrary, they 
have done right, then those who have done wrong should be made 
to abide the penalty of their wrong or apologize for it, This is 
the summing up of the whole matter in a “ nut-shell,’”’ and any 
other method of bridging the difficulty will tarnish the reputation 
of every member, and end in the overthrow of principle and the 
establishment of error. 

We will not be of the number to brand our friends with disgrace, 
that those who slandered them may be acquitted and justified. 
Never will we consent to allow, by our act, the charge to be truth- 
fully hurled against us, that for policy or fear, we were forced to 
submit to the dictates of error, or succumb to the power of its 
advocates and supporters. ! 

Since the above was in type, we have been put in possession of 
a pamphlet purporting to be a ‘‘statement”’ of the facts involved 
in the controversy between the profession of the State and the 
Atlanta Medical College. We havé neither’ time nor space fo 
make anything like a reply, but desire to assure the profession 
everywhere, that while the above-mentioned pamphlet.does contain 
some facts, yet the manner in which they are grouped and discuss- 
ed, makes the document a medley of misstatements and assertions 
which will, in due time, be thoroughly exposed and fully ventilla- 
ted. In justice to the old members of the Georgia Medical As- 
sociation, we ask the profession to await a true history of the 
whole affair, which will, in a short time, be laid before them. 

Our College friends are unfortunate in their selections of persons 
to do their writing. The ‘‘ Ransey Sniffle”’ of this controversy, who, 
we have reason to believe, wrote the last article headed “ A state- 
ment of Facts,” will, if we are not mistaken, prove to them as 
troublesome as their unreliable counsel will be expensive. We 


shall see, 





OUR EXCHANGES. 


The following Journals have been received and entered upon 
our exchange list. These, with those previously noticed, embrace 
all the leading Journals published in the United States. We re- 
turn our sincere thanks to the Proprietors and Editors of all, for 
the great kindness they have shown our Journal in so. uniformly 
and generously placing it on their exchange lists. 

The American Journal of Obstetrics, and Diseases of Women 
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and Children: Edited by B.'F. Dawson, M. D.,; Physician for 
Children at the New York Dispensation, etc., etc. , Associate Ed- 
itors: E. Noeggrath, M. D., late. Professor, of Obstetrics, and 
Diseases of Women and Children in the New York Medical Col- 
lege. <A. Jacobi, M. D., Clinical Professor of Diseases of Child- 


ren in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York. Pub- 
lished by Wm. Baldwin & Co., 21 Park Row, New York, at $5,00 
per annum in advance. Specimen numbers, 75 cts. This valua- 
ble quarterly enters upon its fourth year. It is one of the very 
best Journals published in the country, devoted especially to Ob- 
stetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children. The May No. 
before us is worth, alone, the price of subscription, containing 
many original articles of great value to the practitioner. 

The London Lancet: A Journal of British and Foreign Med- 
icine, Physiology, Surgery, Chemistry, Criticism, Literature and 
News: Edited by James C. Wakley, M. D. M. R. C. S. Pub- 
lished Monthly. All subscriptions in advance, and must be ad: 
dressed to the agent, Wm. C. Herald, No. 52 John St., N. York. 
$5.00 per annum. It is only necessary to name the London Lan- 
cet to commend it. It should bein the hands of every physician 
in the country. 

Oregon Medical and Surgical Reporter: Edited by E. R. 
Fiske, A. M. M. D., H. Carpenter, M. D., E. Y. Chase, M. D. 
Published quarterly, at Salem, Oregon, by Frank A. Cook, at 
$3.00 a year. ‘This is a vigorous medical journal, and, if a true 
representative of the profession of the Pdcific slope, speaks high- 
ly of their energy, learning and progress. 

New York Medical Journal: Edited by Edward S. Dunster, 
M. D. Published by D. Appleton & Co., Nos. 549 and 551, 
Broadway, N. Y. $4.00 a year. This is a splendid monthly, both 
as to contents. and typographical execution, The number before 
us contains several valuable original articles, the first in order 
being a highly interesting one on ‘‘ Anesthetics,” from the pen 
of Ed. R. Squibb, M. D., of Brooklyn, New York. : | 

National Medical Journal, edited by 8. C. Busey, M. D., and 
Wm. Lee, M. D. Published monthly by Judd & Detweiler, Wash- 
ington, D. :C.. $3,00 a year. This Journal is ably conducted. 
Dr. Busey is a medical writer of singular force and ability. 

The Northwestern Medical and Surgical Journal; Alexander 
M. Stone, M. D. Editor. Published monthly by the editor at St. 
Paul, Minn. $3.00 per annum. , The number for May contains 
many original articles of value. It is one among the best of 
our Western exchanges. 

The Medical Cosmos, a monthly Abstract.of Medical Science 
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and Art. Geo. J. Zeigler, M. D. Editor and Proprietor. Price 
$1.00ayear. The first number of the Cosmos was issued in May 
last. We wish it great success and prosperity. _ 

Archives of Science and Transactions of the Orleans County 
Society of Natural Sciences. J. M. Currier, M. D. and G. A. 
Hinman, M. D. Editors. Published quarterly at Newport, Or- 
leans county, Vt., at $2.50 a year. This Journal is scientific in 
its scope, and highly instructive. 

The Druggists’ Circular and Chemical Gazette: A Practical 
Journal of Chemistry, as applied to Pharmacy, Arts and Sciences, 
and General Business Organ for Druggists, Chemists and Apoth- 
ecaries. L. V. Newton, M. D., Editor and Proprietor, 36 Beek- 
man St., New York. $1.50 a year in advance. This Journal is 
a sine gua non to all druggists, and physicians will find it one of 
the best of advisers on many points in Pharmacy and Chemistry. 

American Journal of Pharmacy, published by authority of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. Edited by John M. Maisch. 
$3.00 per annum in advance. This Journal ‘ embodies a large 
amount of information, extremely valuable to Apothecaries, Drug- 
gists and Physicians,” and should be in thé hands of all these, 
being one of the best representatives of Pharmacy in this country. 

The Eclectic Medical Journal of Pennsylvania, edited by John 
Buchanan, M. D,, $1.00 per annum. This Journal, as its name 
implies, is devoted to Eclecticism. 

American Observer: a monthly journal devoted to the dissem- 
ination of Homepathy: Ed. A. Lodge, M. D. General Editor ; 
$2.00 per annum. Its title fully sets forth its objects.’ Published 
at Detroit, Mich. 





THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


This body met in the city of San Francisco, Cal., according to 
appointment. Want of space will allow us simply’ to state that 
Dr. D. W. Yandell, of Louisville, Ky., was elected President. In 
the election of Dr. Yandell, we see the highest evidence of the 
kindly feelings of our Northern brethren towards their Southern 
brothers. This fact we are proud to chronicle. The next meeting 
of the Association will be held in Philadelphia, Pa., May 1872. 

We hope to notice, at greater length the proceedings of the 
Association in our future numbers. 





CALL FOR A CONVENTION OF PHYSICIANS. 


It has been proposed that thé profession of the State si nify 
their assent to the proposition of having a Convention of the Physi- 
cians of the State by signing a call. We hope the physicians in 
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every portion of the State will forward their names to W. Duncan, 
M. D., Savannah, Ga., approving the call, and signing their names 
thereto, to meet at Macon, Ga., on the 5th of July next. The 
object of the Convention is to arrive at the whole truth of the difficul- 
ties between the old Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College and 
the Georgia Medical Association, that the honor of the latter may be 
untarnished. The movement is intended to embrace all the regular 
physicians of the State, that they may voluntarily assemble, or au- 
thorize the assembling of a convention to give expression to the 
true professional sentiments of the physicians of the State on the 
questions upon which it has been the misfortune of the profession, 
to differ, with the hope of arriving at an amicable and harmonious 
solution of all matters of controversy. We entreat all true men 
of the profession to at once forward their names, calling upon the 
profession to assemble for the purposes contemplated. Friends, 
do not delay; your interests as professional gentlemen and the 
honor of the profession demands immediate action. Let every 
friend of peace and harmony at once forward their names. 





DR. 8. C, HITCHCOCK. 


We beg to tender our best thanks tothe above-named gentleman 


for his kindness in presenting the editors with a box of his soap. 
Dr. Hitchedck is an old practitioner, having by his profession, 
secured a handsome competency. He is now engaged in this city 
in the manufacture of a superior quality of soap. We have had 
his soap practically tested, and we unhesitatingly say it is inferior- 
to none in the market—equalling Babbitt’s best brand—besides 
being much cheaper as to price. The Doctor is a gentleman wor- 
thy of the esteem and patronage of all, and those dealing with 
him will find him obliging and strictly honorable in his transac- 
tions. Weask our friends who want a first-rate article of soap 
to give the Doctora trial—they will not be disappointed. 


.] 





CASE OF DR, W. G. DRAKE. 

We publish below a letter from the above-named gentleman ma- 
king application for membersnip in the Fulton County Medical 
Society. Dr. Drake’s letter was submitted to a committee, which 
recommended his reception to membership provided Dr. Drake 
would publish his letter for the information of the. profession. 
This he cheerfully csnsented to do, and therefore it appears in 
our Journal. Dr, Drake, by this action, has done what every 
honorable physician must commend and applaud, and furnishes 
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the best evidence of his determination to conform his professional 
acts in harmony with the code. We commend his example to 
others : 
Atuanta, Aprit 18, 1871. 
To the President and Gentlemen of the Fulton county Medical 
Society : 

GENTLEMEN : I hereby make application for membership in 
the Fulton County Medical Society. In doing -so, it is my duty 
to state—knowing your strict adhesion to ethical law—that in 
coming to your city to engage in practice, 1 announced myself as 
a specialist. This I very much regret now, as it was a violation 
of the Code, of which fact I was not aware when I so announced 
myself. I cheerfully agree to make any reparation in my power, 
and if admitted to membership in your Society, will unhesitating- 
ly pledge myself to conform in every partiuclar to the code of 
medical ethics, and to the Constitution and By-Laws of your So- 
ciety. 

‘ Gentlemen, I have the honor to be, 


Your very obd’t. serv’t., W. G. DRAKE, M. D. 


WM. W. TUCKER & CO, 
DRUGISTS AND APOTHBCARIES, 


IN THE H. J. KIMBALL HOUSE, ATLANTA, GA., 


DEALERS IN 


DRUGS, MEDICINES AND PURE CHEMICALS, 
SELECTED TOILET ARTICLES AND FANCY GOODS, 


Surgical Instruments, Pure Wines and Liquors for medicinal 
use. In fact, everything kept in a First-cLass Drug Store. 
Bea. The special attention of PHYSICIANS is invited to in- 


spect our 
PRESCRIPTION DEPARTMENT. 


Many years of practical experience enable us to guarantee per- 
fect satisfaction in the preparation of PRESCRIPTIONS, which 
are carefully and scientifically compounded all hours of the day 
and night. A share of patronage is earnestly solicited, and 
would be most thankfully received. 

april 15-tf. WM. W. TUCKER & CO. 











FIRE, INLAND & MARINE INSURANCE 


C. B. WELLBORN, Gen’l. Ag’t. and Adjustor of Losses, 
Office— Whitehall Street, Atlanta, Ga. 


ZETNA INSURANCE CO., or New Yorks. 
MERCHANTS. INSURANCE CO., or Harrrorp, Conn. 
NORTH AMERICAN INS. CO., or New York. 
CLEVELAND INSURANCE CO., or Onto. 
ALBANY CITY INS. CO., or New York. 

jan. -ly. 


MARK W. JOHNSON, 
SHEDSMAN, 


Broad St, Atlanta, Georgia. 





EALER in all kinds of Garden, Field and Flower Seeds, Garden Tools, 
Agricultural Implements, Guano, and Horsford’s Bread Preparation. 
(@ Send for his extensive Price List. Address 
MARK W. JOHNSON, 
P. O. Box 230, Atlanta, Ga. 


jan-ly. 


THE AMERICAN PRACTITIONER, 
A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF 
Medicine and Surgery, 


EDITED BY 
DAVID W. YANDELL, M. D., 
Professor of Clinical Surgery in the University of Louisville, 
AND: : 
THEOPHOLIS PARVIN, M. D. 
Professor of the Medical and Surgical Diseases of Women in the University 
of Louisville. 
TreRMS : THREE DOLLARS A YEAR, INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE. 
The Practitioner is a first-class Journal. It is devoted exclusively to practi- 
cal Medicine and Surgery, It contains contributions from the leading Medical 
writers of the country. Its selections are from original copies. It is conducted 
in the exclusive ‘ataipeat of the busy a WOT Contributions on practical 
subjects solicited. 


(23~ Send for Specimen copy. Address 
JOHN P. MORTON & CO., 


jan-3m.] LovisvILue, Ky, — 
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J. M. HOLBROOK. 


WHOLESALE DEALER IN 


MEN'S AND BOYS’ FUR AND WOOL HATS, 


Ladies’ and Misses’ Hats, 


—ALSO A SPLENDID ASSORTMENT OF— 


Ladies’ and Misses’ Furs. 
fas Orders solicited, and satisfaction guaranteed. 
J. M. HOLBROOK, 40 Whitehall St., Atlanta, Ga. 





IB. LANGFORD, 


SSS “a3 
WHOLESALE AND RETAILDEALERIN ~- = > 


STOVES, HOLLOW WARE, ~ 


Block Tin, Tin Plate, Sheet — Za SP AY 
Iron and Tinners’ Findings, bil 


LAMPS, CUTLERY, SILVER AT WARE, 


House Furnishing Goods of every Description, 


Plated and Brittania Ware. » 
GAS FITTING AND PLUMBING DONE TO ORDER. 


81 WHITEHALL ST., ATLANTA, GA. 


bes Agents for the celebrated “CHARTER OAK STOVE.” 
*an-ly. 





a4and G South Broad Street, 


ATLANTA,........ Bema _... .@BORGIA, 


oe 01 oo 


The Franklin Steam Printing House & Book Bindery 


Is prepared to do all kinds of Book and Job Printing and Book Binding at 
moderate prices. Satisfaction guaranteed, and all work done with dispatch 
and in the best style of the art. J. J. TOON, Proprietor. 





L. H. BRADFIELD, 
WHOLESALE DRUGGIST. 


| ine from dealers are solicited. Parties wishing to purchase 


Drugs, Chemicals, Oils, Paints, &c., 


will find it to their advantage to order them fron? me. My facilities for pur- 
chasing and selling at low figures, cannot be surpassed. 

Remember the Sign of the Mortar, Broad Street, Atlanta, Ga. 

jan-3m. 





SHARP & DOHME, Chemists, Baltimore, Md., 


ANGRacav amas of all the officinal and other standard 


Fluid and Solid Extracts, Choice Chemicals, Elixirs, 


ALSO, AROMATIC COD LIVER OIL, and AROMATIC COD LIVER OIL, with HY 
POPHOSPHITES—acceptable to the most delicate stomach. 

&&” Catalogues giving exact composition, Medical Properties, &c., of allour prepara 
tions, mailed on application to us, or MESS. REDWINE & FOX, our Agents, Atlanta 
Georgia. jan, tff + 





W. A. LANSDELE, 
WHOLESALE DRUGGIST, 


—AND DEALER IN— 


Paints, Oils and Varnishes, 


HANG recently received large additions to my stock, I am ‘prepared to 
supply Druggists, Physicians and Merchants, with every article in the 
trade. 

CIGARS, of every grade, constantly on hand, a speciality, and am offering 
them at a very small margin. 

My stock of SOAPS will compare favorably with any in the market. I have 


them of every grade. Buyers are offered every inducement as to prices. . 
In the line,of— 


Paints, Oils and Varnishes, 


the supply is unusually large for this market, and with a full line of 
Lubricating and Illuminating Oils, 


buyers cannot fail to be pleased. Of 


Toilet Articles, Perfamery, Tooth Brushes, Hair Brushes 
Combs, &c., &e. 


I have a choice lot and well-selected. 

Among my brushes may be found Kalsomine, Paint, Varnish, Sash Tools, 
Horse Brushes, Shoe Brushes, Whitewash Brushes—in short every kind and 
quality. 

I have also recently received a full assortment of the most approved 


TRUSSES, 
BRACES, 
SUPPORTERS, 
BANDAGES, 


and am enabled to supply any demand, at prices which cannot fail to suit. 
I have just received large invoices of the most extensive lot of Single and 


Double Thick 
Window-Glass, 


ever brought to this market. 
(8 All orders, personally or by letter, promptly and faithfully filled, on 
short notice. A call is solicited from Physicians and Merchants visiting the 


city. 
jan.-ly. 19 WHITEHALL ST., ATLANTA, GA. 
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‘Ta House is supplied with all the approved Printing Materials-arid Ma- 
chinery, fresh and large stocks of Paper, Cards, Card Boards, Fancy and 
Standard Inks, and is prepared to execute all kinds of ¢ 


PLAIN AND FAWCY 


BOOK, NEWSPAPER AND JOB 


- oo. oe 2 iN CF! 


In the best manner, and at prices much below those of former days. 


Cards, Bill.Heads, Letter Heads, Cireus 
lars, Prices Current, Receipts, 
Checks, Netes, Ete. 


Envelopes at $3.50 to $4 Show Bills and Posters, Books, Pamphlets, Briefs, 
per 1,000, and Envel- Hand Bills, Pro- Catalogues, Records, 
opes furnished, grammes, etc. Blanks, etc., etc. 












Visiting Cards, Wedding Cards, together with every grade of Railroad Print- 
ing. Books Bound in any style required. Blank Books Manufactured to order. 

Parties needing work in the lines of this House will find it to their interest to 
send in their orders. J. J. TOON, Proprietor, 
Nos, 4 and 6 Broad Street, Atlanta, Ga. 








THE CHRISTIAN INDEX, 


A WEEKLY RELIGIOUS AND FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 








J. J. Toon, Publisher, 4 and 6 Broad Street, Atlanta, Georgia. Terms—$3 00 
. per annum in advance. 









































JUST RECEIVED AND BOUGHT FOR CASH, 
IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS, BY 


SHARP & FLOYD, 


Successors to GEORGE SHARP, Jr. 


‘THE LIVE JEWELER ! 
WHITEHALL STREET, 


a ae Oe 


| WATCHES, DIAMONDS, 
SOLID SILVER, 
PLATED WARE, 
GOLD CHAINS, (Opera, Leontine & Vest) 
HUNDREDS OF LOCKETS, 
CHARMS, TOILET SETS, 


Bridal Presents, Pitchers, Goblets, Cups, Bequet Holders, 


French Clocks, Fancy Goods, ete., ete., ete. 


_And the largest Stock of Genuine Witby 
| Jet ever brought to this Market. 


——_—m ere 


DO NOT FAIL TO BUY YOUR PRESENTS AT 


SHARP & FLOYD'S LIVE JEWELRY STORE! 


N. B.—Fine Watches and Jewelry carefully repaired. All 


Work guaranteed, and charges moderate. 


SHARP & FLOYD. 


jan.-tf. 























